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Something New For 1962. 


“Stronger Shoulder” Wedge Top Bars 


SIDE VIEW 




















Extra Strength — 


BOTTOM VIEW 





WE HAVE ADDED EXTRA MATERIAL 
WHERE EXTRA TOPBAR STRENGTH WAS NEEDED! 


RESULTS — LESS TOPBAR BREAKAGE 
WITH DADANT’S “STRONGER SHOULDER” FRAMES. 


Available in 1962 at all Branches and Dealers 
Try Them Soon, You Will Be Very Pleased. 


DADANT & SONS, Inc. 


180-200 Canisteo Highway 41, South 1010 W. Austin 
HORNELL, N. Y HAHIRA, GEORGIA PARIS, TEXAS 

722 W. O'Connell 1929 East Fourth Street Stephenson Ave. at 14th 
WATERTOWN, WIS SIOUX CITY, IOWA LYNCHBURG, VA 


BmEeAL E34 EVER Y WHER] 


Main Office and Factories - Hamilton, Illinois 
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COVER STORY — At Christmas we give presents to close friends and 
loved ones. We do this in remembrance of the day Christ was born 
and The Three Wise Men so generously presented Him with gifts. 
This month, winsome little Barbara Young, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Young, Westlake, Ohio, is offering the sweetest gift of all.... 
an attractively wrapped jar of golden Ohio honey. 


Subscription Rates: United States only, one year $2.50; two years, $4.50; three years, 
$6.00. Single copy, 25¢. Other countries, including Canada, Pan American countries, and 
Spain, 50¢ per year additional for postage. Published monthly. Discontinuance: Subscriptions 
stopped on expiration. No subscriber will be run into debt by us for this journal. Change of 
Address: Give your old address as well as the new and write the name to which the journal 
has heretofore been addressed. Remittance should be sent by post office money order, bank 
draft, express money order or check. Contributions to Gleanings columns solicited. Stamps 
should be enclosed to insure return of manuscript to author if not printed. Advertising Rates: 
Advertising rates and conditions will be sent on request. Results from advertising in this journ- 
al are remarkably satisfactory. Advertisers’ Reliability: While the publishers do not guarantee 
advertisements in this journal they use utmost diligence to establish in advance the reliability 
of every advertiser using space in this journal. 

Opinions expressed by the writers in these columns are not necessarily the opinions of 
the editors. 


POSTMASTER: Send Form 3579 to 623 West Liberty Street, Medina, Ohio. 


Second Class Postage paid at Medina, Ohio. 


The A. I Root Company, Publishers, Medina, Ohio 
M. J. Deyell, Editor — Jack Happ, Managing Editor 
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Walter Barth, Field Editor — Roger A. Morse, Research Editor 











STOLLER$ 





The Finest Thing Offered Beekeepers 


From coast to coast, reports 
come in, of the merits these 
spacers perform. 


STOLLER HONEY FARMS 
LATTY. OHIO 
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Chrysler’s Electric Welded 
All-Steel Queen Excluder 
sy The only 
NIL worthwhile 
Queen 
Excluder 
on the market 





Accurate spacing 

Allows maximum bee passage 
Better ventilation 

More honey production 

No wood. No burr combs 

No sharp edges to injure bees 

So durably made that it is perma- 
nently queen excluding and will last 
a life time. 

We manufacture a full line of Bee Sup- 
plies. Order from our dealers or direct 
from our factory. Canadian-made goods 


are cheaper. No duty. Send for our 
price list. Always in the market for 
beeswax. Cash or trade. 


W. A. Chrysler & Son 
Chatham - Ontario - Canada 
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} No Matter What Your Interest 
Whether you are a Commercial Bee- 
keeper; a Sideline Beekeeper; or a Be- 
ginner Beekeeper,—you'll find what you 
want in ABJ. PLUS Science and Indus- 
try; Honey Plants; Meetings; Crops and 
Markets—AND your questions answered 
FREE. Send for a sample copy. 


American Bee Journal 
HAMILTON, ILLINOIS 











HONEY WANTED 


Cut Comb and Extracted 


Advise what you have 


T. W. BURLESON & SON 


WAXAHACHIE, TEXAS 





706 














A 
COMPLETE SERVICE 
for 


New York State 
and Eastern Beekeepers 


from 
M. R. CARY CORPORATION 


(Formeriy A. |. Root Co. of Syracuse ) 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


* Roct QUALITY Bee Supplies 
to help you get more honey 

* A complete line of Glass and 
Tin Containers 

* A ready market for your Hon- 
ey and Beeswax at top prices 

* Rendering service for your old 
combs and cappings 


A postal card request will bring you 
Root’s complete catalog and our con- 
tainer price list. Orders shipped prompt- 
ly. Reasonable prices. Send sample of 
honey, advising how much you have. 
Shipping tags for honey, wax, combs 
and cappings sent on request. 


M. R. CARY CORPORATION 


GPO Box 818 
Syracuse 1, New York 
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For 
Rest 
in MICHIGAN 
It’s 
Prairie View Honey Co. 
2 Blocks from the Expressway 


Now Open to All Points 
North and West 


“Everything for 
the Beekeeper” 
and plenty of FREE parking 
for CASH-and-CARRY 
CUSTOMERS 
HONEY and BEESWAX 
bought or traded 
for supplies 
Mail Orders Handled Promptly 


PRAIRIE VIEW HONEY CO. 
12303 12th St., Detroit 6, Mich. 
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Gleanings’ Mail Box 


Dear Editor: 


I read the letter in Gleanings about 


) that man’s pet skunk or polecat, that 


ES 


’ of strychnine poison. 


? —— 


stayed in his bee yard and never did 
eat any of his honey or bees. I would 
like to tell you my experience with 
skunks. 

| had a yard of bees about eight miles 
from my home, of about 20 hives. Late 
in the winter I noticed the ground 


' around the entrance scratched clean. 


This yard of bees had plenty of honey 
when spring opened up. I had lost 10 
of my best hives. The rest of my bees 
had about a pint of bees left in each 
hive. As soon as there was a small 
amount of sealed brood, I went to the 
drug store and purchased a small bottle 
Then I took a 
frame of sealed brood and cut it out 
in small pieces, about an inch square 
and placed them in front of the 
hives. I went back in a couple of days 
to see if it had done the work. I park- 
ed my truck a couple of hundred yards 
beyond the yard because the wind was 
from that direction. As I came nearer 
to the yard I began to smell a strong 
odor of skunk. When I reached the 
yard I saw about 10 dead skunks in 
front of the hives. There were possibly 
more that crawled off and were never 
found. After this my bees began to 
build up. — P. J. R., Ala. 


Dear Editor: 


I would like to answer P. I. W., Cal- 
ifornia whose letter appeared in Glean- 
ings Mail Box of October 61. P. I. W., 
you need to move to the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast to like beekeeping. I have 
eight colonies of bees and never have 
honey enough to supply the demand. 
Last year I made over $100 from hon- 
ey sales, locally and out of state as far 
as Massachusetts. Who says people do 
not eat honey? — W. S., Miss. 


DECEMBER, 1961 


YUM 


JACK HAPP 





Dear Editor: 


I am very glad to know that Glean- 
ings has made it possible for the bee 
and honey industry to speak out in re- 
gard to placing honey under marketing 
orders. We sure don’t want to rush into 
anything like this until we hear all the 
pros and cons. 

I believe that honey needs a boost 
in regard to research and the right kind 
of advertising, but to find the right ans- 
wer, without undue discrimination, or 
the possibility of any gradual extermi- 
nation of those already established in 
the business. 

This note is to show my gratitude 
for the opportunity of all of us to know 
just what the following new bills are 
all about — Nos. HR 8680, HR 8684, 
and S 2472. — B. A., lowa. 


Dear Editor: 


The two men working my bees this 
summer have tried Propionic Anhy- 
dride for removing honey. While they 
had trouble at first to learn how to use 
it, they now like it fine. They tell me 
that it works without sunshine and in 
the rain. — H.A.S., Wis. 


Remember! 





American Beekeeping Federa- 
tion Meeting — Biloxi, Miss. 
707 
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{ SAVE! SAVE! SAVE! SAVE! SAVE! 


LOWEST PRICES ON CYPRESS _ BEE HIVES 
LET US QUOTE ON YOUR NEEDS 


— FREE CATALOG ON REQUEST — 


MYERS CRAFT MFG. CO. Burgaw, N. C. | 


eed 














F. W. Jones & Son, Ltd., Bedford, Que., Can. 


CANADA’S LARGEST BEEKEEPER SUPPLY 
MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS 

— Write for Catalog — Scre 

U. S. Shipments — Swanton, Vt. : 

J 
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BEE CALM with TAYLOR’S HIVE-BOMB 
The Push-Button Bee Smoker , 
$1.29 plus freight at $ NNO sparks 


your dealers @ No fire hazard 
e A puff’s enough 


*trademark, Stewart Taylor, Camargo, II. 
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_ CANADA’S — 25 cents for 8 - 9 oz. 
ees ~~ Aon of your honey in our plastic Sea: 
c di Bee J | comb honey section At thi 
anadian e sourna iS 
Port Hope, Ontario, Canada COBANA PROD. CO. of the 
P.O. Box 214 Dearborn 1, Mich. M . 
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i illi r ble ’ ’ . 
tion, § shillings ad yn Soe post free and three months 6/3d. _—_ 
THE GENERAL SECRETARY post free. 
Box 19 Foxton, New Zealand Keep up-to-date in Beekeeping by low 
taking out a _ subscription now : R 
through our agents: : 2 
7 . Gleanings in Bee Culture i _— 
The Australasian Beekeeper Medina, Ohio | exeatih 
The senior beekeeping journal of the = 2-Ib. 
Southern hemisphere provides a com- : 3-Ib. 
plete cover of all beekeeping topics in = 4-Ib. 
one of the re a a LE a? 
Pender Bros.” Ply, Ltd. Box 20, P.O, ZA WEW IDEA IN INDOOR | : 
Maiti > . .5.W., alia. - : 
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per annum (in advance) post paid. Brit: Fascinating, Entertaining =| Pre 
sh Isl ominion -per : 
tn sevence) pest paid. Other FREE BEE LITERATURE 
overseas countries 23/-per annum | Gin KEE HOBBYIST Exp: 
py gee paid. Sample copy free EDMOND, OKLAHOMA - 


% 
ocnauccecugccgagy 


DECEMBEF 
































































































ee -— - - (a 
: 
Have You Made You 
1962 Plans? 
q STARLINE and  MiIDNITE 
— PACKAGES and QUEENS 
CET cay 
- ,—.. 4 Write us for copy of 1962 
an. [*} prices and shipping informa- 
; a ‘ tion. Ready in January. 
Screening packages for 1962. Write now for truckload dates. 
YORK BEE CO. JESUP, GA. 
P. O. Box 300 (The Universal Apiaries) 
e ; : — — J 
Keep Gleanings Coming 
By Renewing Your Subscription Now 
4 Se ee aa 
/ ° | : 
Season’s Greetings Merry Merry Christmas | 
At this time of year we think and | 
of the joy of giving. A Happy and Prosperous | 
May we all have the joy of New Year | 
supporting the American To All | 
Honey Institute since in its | 
success is Ours. A J BOETTGER | 
THE STOVER APIARIES, INC. 
Sialic Cite. P. O. Box 1523 Naples, Fla. 
J | L J 
> A RECIPE FOR 1962 PROFIT--- : 
{ ? Package bees shipped express Book your minimum order of #: 
): collect or postage extra. package bees and queens now : 
: ay a ba for spring delivery, we will glad- i 
> 2-Ib. $4.75 $4.50 $4.25 ly adjust shipping dates to suit = 
=: 3-Ib. 5.75 5.50 5.25 your weather, not one late order = 
: = ee = = shipped in 1961. E 
\:  5-[b. : +7 - Did k the DANIELS’ i 
(DOOR : er | ey tee Strain’ of Yellow tatians are = 
VES : $1.50 $1.35 $1.25 raised and sold in many coun- 
a. : eluaen oe  ., tries? a the — ro cage : 
aining : ’ - shippe many ousands of i 
; i $2.00 $1.85 $1.75 “ane _ § 
oe || oe tries. (Tworyear Tested, $100.00 $ 
YIST /: Export, $11.00 Air P.P. each.) 3 
HOMA to all countries. . , : 
R. C. DANIELS AND COMPANY Picayune, Miss. U. S. A. z 
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A. |. Root Bee Supplies 
IN BOSTON STOCK - -- WHEN YOU WANT THEM. 


Bee Supply C 


EQUIPMENT FOR THE BEEKEEPER 


1037 Commonwealth Avenue Boston 15, Mass. 
Phone ALgonquin 4-2020 


SUCRECCORECCRRCCROCRRCRERGRRRCRSERCRCRRRCCCCRCOCCREREESERECEOCCCRCRORERCCOCRECCRRCREGROREGCRSRRRRGRTCORRREORRESeeeeeeeeEEe 


SUGUROCECCCCOCORRRORCeReEeeeEEEEer, 








Mark your Queens on the Comb, without handling, with : 
the MASTER Queen Marking Kit. MAKES ANYONE 
AN EXPERT. Your choice of yellow, red or blue. 
Price $2.40 
SEE YOUR DEALER OR ORDER DIRECT. 
HUTCHISON MFG. CO. 2904 Colorado Ave. Santa Monica, Calif. 


eeenncccens 











DO YOU KNOW? 


We Render Cappings, Old Combs, and Slum-gum. 
Rates are reasonable with a good job assured. Extra wax secured over 
ordinary beekeeper methods will often cover charges. See page 11 of our 
1961 catalog for complete information. We are always in the market 
for beeswax, cash, trade, or to be worked into Bee Comb Foundation. 
A. G. WOODMAN CO. Grand Rapids 4, Michigan 








When Answering Advertisements, Please THE CASE AGAINST POISON SPRAY 


Mention GLEANINGS IN BEE CULTURE 














Get the facts about poison sprays 
| aca. and their effects. Find out what you 
= can do to stop bee-destroying mass 
= We Welcome the sprayings. Read reports on “THE 
: . CASE AGAINST POISON SPRAY.” 
: Holiday Custom This informative, illustrated guide 
H t will be sent to you free as a new 
= ° reader <. Organic ns = 
= Farming Magazine. Special Introduc- 

Extend to You tory Offer, 10 months for $2.00. 
Our Good Wishes for We will bill you if you prefer. 
SEND TODAY! DEPT. GBC 
‘ Organic Gardening & Farming 
E A Merry Ch ristmas Emmaus, Pennsylvania 
and 





A Prosperous 
New Year 





August Lotz Co. 


Manufacturers & Jobbers of 
Bee Supplies 


Boyd, Wisconsin 


~ 


WRITE FOR 1962 CATALOG 


Williams Bros. Mfg. Co. 


5205 SE 82 AVENUE 
PORTLAND 66, ORE. 
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ONEY WILL BE among the more 

than 1500 American foods on dis- 
play at the U. S. Food Fair in Ham- 
burg, Germany. The purpose of the 
exhibit, by far the largest overseas ex- 
hibit of U. S. food products ever pre- 
sented, is to build exports of honey and 
other food products. U. S. Secretary 
of Agriculture Freeman will be on 
hand to officially open the exhibit that 
runs from November 10th to the 19th. 

Beekeepers in the North are now 
rapidly getting their bees in shape for 
winter by feeding and packing. An 
early Iowa snow storm will have seri- 
ously curtailed operations in that area. 
Reports received here indicate that bees 
are generally in fair shape for winter. 

Texas recently suffered heavy dam- 
age from Hurricane Carla. It has not 
been possible to get any definite report 
on damage at this time. However, it 
may be possible to collect some infor- 
mation for this column. In some areas 
complete apiaries were destroyed. The 
center of the damage appears to have 
been in the Galveston to Victoria area. 
Reports from Everywhere 

California is badly in need of rain, 
and as a result beekeeping has suffered. 
Utah reports that packers have bought 
up about all the honey they can handle 
at the present time. Early in the season 
some honey sold for 14 cents per pound 
but now the price has dropped two to 
three cents. Many Utah beekeepers still 
have large amounts of honey to sell. 


DECEMBER, 1961 


WALTER BARTH 
Field Editor 


San Antonio, Texas 


Some bees are going into winter light 
on stores so that early season feeding 
will be necessary in 1962. Arizona re- 
ceived some damage from cotton poi- 
soning and got little honey for the 
trouble. 

Bees are normal and moisture con- 
ditions are excellent in Colorado. Hon- 
ey is not moving except at a distress 
price of 12% cents for water white 
honey. Freezing weather in late Sep- 
tember cut off the fall flows in South 
Dakota. However, colonies are gener- 
ally in good shape. There is plenty of 
moisture in the eastern part of the 
state but more is needed in the west. 
The honey flow stopped short on Sep- 
tember 11th in Iowa. Since then tem- 
peratures have been below normal and 
rainfall has been in excess. Ground 
and plant conditions are excellent. lowa 
had a good crop this year both in quan- 
tity and quality. Honey prices have re- 
mained steady and bulk honey is mov- 
ing a little better. Retail demand re- 
mains good. Minnesota reports that 
bees there are in good condition for 
winter. 

Bees are reported to be on the short 
side for winter in Indiana. As in many 
other areas, dark mint honey is the 
trouble maker on local markets. 

The ground is getting dry in Pennsyl- 
vania so that beekeepers are looking 
for more rain. Some honey is still 
coming in from fall plants at this writ- 
ing although most of the goldenrod and 
aster is finished. The crop is about half 
of what is normally expected. The hon- 
ey market is fair and stores seem to be 
stocking up for colder weather. Gold- 
enrod has yielded well in New Jersey. 
Reports indicate that the honey crop 
is better than last year. There has been 

(Continued on page 758) 
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"MR. BEEKEEPER: = 


Do you want better prices for your honey? ei 


The best way to get that better price is to increase the demand for honey 
through promotion and research. All this costs money. The best and fairest 
way to raise the necessary funds is to have the honey producer and the honey 
packer each contribute equally to the program. The best way to accomplish 
this is by the CHECK-OFF PLAN. 

Most honey packers and dealers participate in the Check-Off Plan. When 
you sell your honey insist that the buyer provide you with “Producer |f 
Stamps” and “Dealer Stamps”. This is your receipt for your contribution 
at the rate of 2¢ per 60 pound can and evidence that the buyer has paid an 
equal amount. Thus, 4¢ per 60 pound can will be raised and those little 
cents soon add up to powerful dollars which the Honey Industry Council 
will put to work where they will do the most good. 

Your honey must compete for store shelf space with 6,000 other food items, 
most of them well advertised. If you really want better prices for your hon- 
ey you can help get them by insisting that your buyer use the Check-Off 
Plan. You as a honey producer must do this if you want better prices. 


HONEY INDUSTRY COUNCIL 


OF AMERICA 
Wendell Shore, Chairman 


Space donated to Honey Industry Council for the benefit of the Beekeeping Industry. 
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A Very 
Merry Christmas 
Cn All 


Gleanings’ staff takes this oppor- 
tunity to wish all of its readers 
and advertisers a very Merry 
Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year. 


Our warmest thanks go to each 
of you for your subscriptions and 
advertisements throughout this 





year. ° | cr 


mm | S| 
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ANTONIO VALENTE 
Newton Upper Falls, Mass. 


Editor’s Note: The following story consists 
of excerpts from six letters received 
from Antonio Valente during 1960 and 1961. 


May 31, 1960 

SWARM OF BEES, ten to twenty 

thousand strong, invaded the home 
of a neighbor and upon the advice of 
Mr. Valente, 58 Oak Street, Newton 
Upper Falls 64, Massachusetts, an am- 
ateur apiarist and a member of the 
Middlesex County Beekeepers’ Associa- 
tion, the bees were left in an attic room. 
As a result the owner has one of the 
strongest and gentlest colonies of hon- 
eybees known in this part of the state. 
Fifteen sheets of wax have been drawn 
out with practically no suppcrt, except 
at the top and side of the window 
frame. The drawn comb measures 36 
inches long and 30 inches wide. It is 
over a foot in depth. 

Considering the size of this colony 
and the way it is increasing day by 
day, Mr. Valente feels certain there are 
two queens working among the clusters 
of combs although neither has been 
seen nor have any queen cells been 
found. There are five new sheets of 
comb already started near the window 
on the opposite side of the room, giv- 
ing One the impression there will soon 
be a swarm and they will locate there. 
If so, it will be watched carefully to 
see if there will be any tendencies of 
the exposed colonies to fight and rob 
each other or if they will go about 
minding their own business. 

Has anyone had experience with 
two exposed colonies working side by 
side? Contact Mr. Valente and give 
him your suggestions. 


July 8, 1960 

After returning home from a pleasant 
two weeks vacation in the fresh, cool, 
air of the Adirondacks, Mr. Valente 
with Mr. and Mrs. John Furber, presi- 
dent of the Middlesex Beekeepers’ As- 
sociaticn, and Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
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Stevens, amateur photographer of the 
same association, went to inspect the 
swarm of bees that had established their 
home in the attic room. 


Pictures were taken and then after 
a very close inspection two queen cells 
were found but they were empty. After 
a discussion we came to the conclusion 
that twc very large swarms had been 
produced. 


Some bees continued to go about 
their business of bringing in honey and 
pollen while others were drawing out 
comb which had now been extended to 
approximately 3’ feet in diameter. 
There were 15 sheets drawn out, solid- 
ly fastened to the three sides of the 
window sill. It was a pleasant, warm 
day, 82 degrees. A great number of 
bees were out in the fields so i could 
not be established exactly how many 
bees were with the swarms or how 
many remained in the attic room; how- 
ever, honey that was originally on the 
outside combs had disappeared, leading 
us to believe it was taken out by the 
swarming bees. 

Two electric fans had been installed 
to guarantee a steady circulation of air 
to prevent the wax from becoming too 
soft or possibly falling to the floor 
with the extra load of honey. The 
five partially drawn combs on the win- 
dow at the other side of the room had 
been deserted by the bees, so we did 
not expect another swarm to take pos- 
session. We didn’t know if two swarms 
of bees could live in the same rcom 
exposed to each other, without robbing 
and killing each other. 


The bees continued to stay in the 
attic room unmolested with hopes that 
the year 1961 will bring proof that two 
swarms cf honeybees can live exposed 
in the same room. 
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September 27, 1960 


Upon visiting the attic, on September 
26 we found the bees had drawn two 
more sheets of comb which were 1! 
feet wide by 2 feet long. They were 
empty. There was no sign of nectar or 
pollen stored in the cells. I cut these 
away in order to get at the hcney stored 
in the inner sections. 

Four sheets of comb, 3 feet wide by 
3% feet long, were completely filled 
with sealed honey and these we prompt- 
ly cut so they could be placed in the 
extractor. More of the sections could 
have been taken out, but it was agreed, 
seeing we had sufficient amount, that 
the bees could use it to greater advant- 
age. The remaining combs were aiso 
filled with honey but in several there 
was a combination of brood and pollen. 

The bees were left for the winter 
with a good store of honey and pcllen 
to carry them through the cold and 
dreary days of winter. After a con- 
ference, it was roughly guessed that 
there were 65 to 70 pounds of honey 
left for the bees to winter cn. 


April 12, 1961 


The long, cold, dreary days of win- 
ter were coming to an end. It had been 


| one of the worst winters that the New 


England states ever had with-plenty of 


\ snow and long periods below freezing 
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weather; there were weeks of weather 
so bad bees cculd not break their clus- 
ters to carry out dead bees or go on a 
cleansing flight. Dead bees clogged 
entrances and colonies that did not 
have an escape opening at the top soon 
perished. It was a winter when bees 
were safe with a % inch hole in the 
top focd chamber: Beekeepers in this 
section have been neglecting this im- 
portant item due to the mild winters 
we had for the past several years. 

In regards to the swarm of bees in 
the attic of a house nearby, we found 
that all was well. A great part of the 
honey left for winter food had been 
consumed and a great many bees were 
mevng around the outside combs. 
There was some capped brood but how 
much could not be determined because 
they were on the four inner combs. 
The bees were very active and only a 
few dead ones were on the attic floor 
which was a sign these bees had been 


DECEMBER, 1961 


VIiM 










PNG pt RTE AO 





@ 
> 
“© 
_ ee 





 % 


£ 


A two-year-old swarm. 





able to have several cleansing flights 
and at the same time carry the dead 
bees outside. From all the signs, they 
shculd be a strong, healthy, vigorous 
colony for the coming season. 


June 14, 1961 

The bees were very active and as 
strong as last year. Honey was coming 
in abundantly. Two of the hanging 
comb sections were practically filled, 
none of it capped over. 

Three sections of the six ccmbs we 
cut out last fall in order to get honey 
had been nearly rebuilt and prospects 
were they would all be completed be- 
fore the fall honey flow. Nothing had 
been done about the sections of comb 
that were started on the opposite win- | 
dow. The bees were so busy rebuilding 
the comb belonging to the colony that 
it was ignored completely. 


September 26, 1961 

The swarm in the attic room was i 
much stronger than last year. Comb 
has been drawn so it practically covered | 
the whole window and most of it was 
full of sealed honey. In these parts 
there had been a wonderful honey flow. 
My experiment as to whether two 
colonies of bees from the same swarm 
would be content to stay in the same 
rcom with each other had proved un- 
successful, for the bees have stopped 
drawing comb on the other window and 
instead are enlarging their own combs. 
EDITOR'S NOTE: We will likely be hearing 
more about this attic swarm in the future. 
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Bombs, Bullets 


and 
Bees 


“It was the first time | had ever been so close 
to a hive, and my first impulse was to jump 
and run for another shelter — but the three 
German planes were too close now.” 


HARRISON Mac ELWAINE 
New Brunswick, Canada 


OW DOES ONE become a bee- 

keeper? 

I suppose the paths down which one 
wanders to finally end up as the owner 
of an apiary are many and _ varied. 
Some of us inherit bees from our par- 
ents; others acquire them along with 
the purchase of property; many are 
lured into beekeeping in the hope of 
easy money; and there are a thousand 
other reasons why beekeepers enter 
the battle of wits with these fascinating 
insects in order to make them deliver a 
surplus of the most satisfying natural 
food known to man. 

The average beekeeper would, no 
doubt, be stumped if he were asked to 
pinpoint the exact moment when he 
became interested in beekeeping. Prob- 
ably the best he could do would be to 
name some indefinite period many 
years past. In my case, however, that’s 
not so. I can recall the exact moment 
when I decided to become a beekeeper, 
for it was an idea born amid the blast- 
ing of bombs and the yammering of 
machine-guns. 

Bombs, bullets and bees! 

At first glance, there may seem to be 
but little connection, if any, between 
the three; but they are linked together 
for all time in my memory book as I 
recall the moment early in World War 
Il when I lay flattened behind a low 
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stone wall in a little English village, 
hugging the ground as low-flying Ger- 
man planes plastered the place in a 
hit and-run raid. 

Up until that moment, beekeeping 
was something that had never entered 
my mind. True, I knew that bees were 
kept commercially for I had casually 
read magazine articles on the subject 


and I had often noticed rows of hives } 


in various places as I drove through 
the countryside. But so far as I was 
concerned, honey was easily available 
for me in bottles or cans on the shelves 
of my favorite grocery store — and | 
could get it without the risk of stings 
from angry bees. 

Then, a chain of events beyond my 
control brought me in 1940 to a little 
English village. The Germans were just 
getting into the swing of their massive 
air bombardment intended to beat Eng- 
land to her knees and force the inhabi- 
tants of that gallant little island to 
throw in the towel. 

I had arrived in this little village, a 
curious Canadian on army leave, to 
view some things of great historical 
interest. In my two days there I had 
seen nothing to indicate that the village 
would be a logical target for enemy 
bombers. Nevertheless when the aif 
raid siren wailed its warning of the 
approach of enemy planes, I promptly 
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leaped for cover behind a stone wall 
connecting two thatched-roofed cot- 
tages, thus making what | still think to 
be the longest broad jump of all time, 
if it could have been recorded. Behind 
the wall I flattened down between two 
of the local citizens. 

The three dots in the eastern sky 
grew rapidly in size and now we could 
hear the faint drone of plane motors. 
And then I became aware of another 
droning sound close at hand. I raised 
my head and looked around. 

I was less than three feet from a 
beehive! 

It was the first time I had ever been 
so close to a hive, and my first impulse 
was to jump up and run for another 
shelter — but the three German planes 
were too close now. A glance upward 
told me that they were starting their 
bombing run. I decided the bees were 
the lesser of two evils; so I “stayed put’. 

The sight of those insects going avout 
their business fascinated me. 1 became 
almost oblivious of the diving planes 
as I watched bees coming and go.ng-- 

Then the bombs struck with an 
earth-shaking concussion! 

Flame and smoke erupted over the 
village. In a moment the scene, so 
peaceful before, was turned into an 
inferno. It was a senseless raid, for 
the village contained nothing of im- 
portance that would warrant an attack. 
But the Germans punished the place 
with a savagery beyond understanding. 
Between bombing runs, they machine- 
gunned the single street and the gallant 
villagers striving to help one another 
from blazing cottages. The planes were 
of the Messerschmitt 110 type with a 
sting in their tail in the torm of a rear 
gunner, sO we were sprayed with ma- 
chine gun bullets from every angle. 

And through it all the bees went 
about their business as if nothing was 
happening in the world of humans 
about them. They flew back and forth 
through the hail of bullets, droning 


} from flower to flower, apparently un- 


concerned by the din of war. Let the 
humans destroy one another if they 
wished; but the business of the hive 
must go on and nothing must stop the 
work of gathering nectar. 

And it was at that exact moment 
that I decided to become a beekeeper. 
To this day I cannot exactly put into 
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Vilna 





The author and one of his colonies. 


words the reason for suddenly deciding 
to keep bees at a time when I should 
have been more concerned for my own 
safety. At the height of the raid, my 
chances of ever returning to Canada 
seemed very slim. 

Perhaps it was my admiration for 
the unconcern of the bees amid the 
man-made holocaust, or it may be that 
my first close-up of a hive gave me a 
glimpse of one of the most fascinating 
of insect organizations and whetted my 
appetite to learn more — I don’t know. 
But I made the decision right there and 
then, and I spoke it aloud to one of 
the men beside me: 


“If 1 ever get out of this war alive, 
I’m going to keep bees when I return 
to Canada.” 

He glanced sideways at me in puz- 
zled fashion, then shook his head, mut- 
tered something about “Crazy Canadi- 
ans” and burrowed deeper as a bomb 
went off nearby with an ear-splitting 
boom. 

Well, that was many years ago, and 
there were lots more air raids before 
the All Clear sounded. I’ve kept that 
promise I made to myself behind an 
English hedgerow, and as I write this 
I can hear the drone of my own bees 
at work on the white clover. 
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The first two colonies I had years 
ago constituted a sad experience for 
me. But I had to learn the hard way. 
Perhaps no greener amateur ever hived 
a colony of package bees. I didn’t 
know enough to feed them sugar syrup 
but installed them on _ brand-new 
frames. Of course, one of the colonies 
promptly starved to death. The other 
One managed to bring in enough nectar 
to keep things going for a while. I 
didn’t know the difference between 
drone brood, worker brood, or capped 
honey. So when my queen proved to 
be a drone layer, [ didn’t know the 
difference. 1 saw capped brood spread- 
ing and I rubbed my hands in glee 
under the impression that the colony 


was building up. And when the © rones 
hatched out I was delighted at the 
large bees I had in my hive. was 
not until later, when the colony 2gan 


to dwindle, that I contacted an old 
time beekeeper. He came and looked 
into my hive and told me the sad truth. 
By that time it was too late in the sea- 
son to start over; so ended my bee- 
keeping efforts for that year. 

Actually, the twin disappointments 
were the best things that could have 
happened to me. Had my colonies 
functioned properly, | would have been 
in even more trouble, for I knew none 
of the tricks of colony manipulation, 
what to do in case of swarming, or 
what to do about adding supers. So, 
the following winter, I did what I 
should have done in the first place: I 
got some good reading matter on bees 
and settled down to put in the long 
winter nights storing up the theory of 
beekeeping ready to begin all over the 
following spring. With the ABC & XYZ 
book on bees —I call it my bee bible 
— and 500 Questions and Answers on 
Bees, I prepared myself so that, at 
least, | could handle some of the usual 
bee problems. 

The years have not dimmed my in- 
terest in these fascinating insects, nor 
have I solved all the bee problems. 
They still do things that puzzle me and 
keep me on my toes seeking an answer. 
But, what is worth, perhaps, more than 
anything else, my interest in bees auto- 
matically makes me a member of a 
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fraternity that takes in people from 
every walk of life. I meet rich men, 
poor men, women and children — al 
linked together by a common bond 
an interest in bees. 

And when I drive through neighbor. 
ing provinces of this great Canadian 
dominion, I find friends everywhere 
The sight of familiar hives usually 
prompts me to step on the brake pedal, 
slow down and wheel in the driveway. 
I meet a fellow beekeeper, and in a 
few moments we are no longer stran- 
gers, but two men with the same in- 
terest, sharing our problems, handling 
out tips to one another. And, quite 
often, we will write to one another on 
bee problems. 

Bombs, bullets and bees! 

Yes, there is a connect:on between 
the three. For had it not beea for 
those German bombs and bullets that 
sent me bounding over that stone wall 
years ago to drop down beside a bee- 
hive, I would have missed out on one 
of the most fascinating hobbies a man, 
or a woman, could have. And, too, | 


would have gone through life without 
making the acquaintance of many fine 
friends in the beekeeping fraternity. 
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Pat (left) and Ken Hornschemeier with their prize-winning exhibit. 


A Dream Come True 


PATRICK HORNSCHEMEIER 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


N MAY, 1960, I WAS scanning my 

mind for a topic to develop into a 
science project for the 1961 science 
fairs. Since my brother, Ken, who was 
just beginning as an apiarist, suggested 
I use bees as a subject, it was soon de- 
cided that we would become co-workers 
on an endeavor in beekeeping. 

Over the summer we studied apicul- 
ture vigorously. With the help of 
Charles A. Reese and the Agricultural 
Extension Service of Ohio State Uni- 
versity, a correspondence course was 
completed. For five months we plan- 
ned and did research, trying to decide 
how to best convey the principles of 
bee behavior to the average person as 
well as to college professors and scien- 
tists. As the difficulties were ironed 
out and the actual work on the display 
was begun in October, it was decided 
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that the following things would be in- 
cluded: anatomy charts showing just 
how a bee does its work, a series of 
lights which flash off and on to show 
various phases in the life of a worker, 
charts illustrating the differences be- 
tween the worker, queen, and drone, 
demonstrations of the honey dance and 
the winter cluster, sections on the ven- 
tilation of the hive, bee diseases and 
enemies, and a scale model of an api- 
ary, showing how it is supposed to be 
set up. Then, to top it off, we would 
display a one-frame observation hive 
complete with bees and give a thorough 
demonstration of how to open a hive. 
All these ideas looked very appealing 
on paper, but it took the next four 
months to really convince us that they 
could be put into the small, three by 
(Continued on page 757) 
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church services. Beeswax candles were 
required for religious services and it is 
even recorded that in 1816 services 
were suspended for six months when 
the supply of beeswax ran out. 

Apiculture in Alaska was first taught 
at the church school in 1819 and con- 
tinued until 1894. The bees in the area 
apparently never flourished very much 
or swarmed much either. As lat2 as 
1905 there were 30 colonies in straw 
skeps at the Russian school in Sitka 
where they were kept on shelves under 
eaves Of houses. In the winter they 
were kept under the same shelter. 

Honeybees were taken to Fort Ross, 
California about 1830, representing one 
of the early introductions into that state. 
Conversely, the present trend is that al- 
most all bees are brought into Alaska 
each year from California. 

According to Georgeson (1907) two 
hives of bees were introduced in 1905 
from a beekeeper in Washington state 
through the Bureau of Entomology. 
Due to shipping conditions of that time, 
they were received in very poor condi- 
tion. They arrived in June and set to 
work but since there were not many 
blossoms at that time, it was apparent 
that supplemental feeding would be 
needed. They were fed sugar syrup 
beginning in August until November 
and then moved to a frost proof cellar. 
The following spring they were found 


dead. He concluded that beekeeping 
could not be successful in Southeast 
Alaska. Rainfall in the Sitka area is 


around 120 inches with much of it fall- 
ing during the gowing season. 

Beekeeping is still no large scale 
venture in Alaska. Most of the bees 
are kept by individuals in from one to 
three hives in a back yard. A truck- 
load of bees and hives was brought to 
Alaska from California in 1946 by a 
Mr. Schreve but the following spring 
he returned to California leaving the 
hives. They did not do well in the 
summer and on looking them over they 
appeared to have had foulbrood wh.ch 
weakened them considerably. 

S. S. West (1950) of College near 
Fairbanks had 30 hives at one time in 
late 1940’s but ran into unfavorable 
weather and got poor yields of honey, 
from 5 to 20 pounds per hive. The 
two present exceptions are the Agricul- 
tural Experiment Station Farms at 
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Palmer and College where bees are 
kept primarily for pollination purposes, 
and a beekeeper at Homer on the 
Kenai Peninsula. Mr. Boehm usually 
has about 10 hives and markets most 
of his production as extracted honey 
through Alaska Wild Berry Products 
of Homer. This organization is the 
only known marketer of Alaskan pro- 
duced honey. It is sold in small con- 
tainers as part of gift packages of jams 
and jellies or sea foods mainly during 
the holiday seasons. In this way most 
of the Alaska honey production is ex- 
ported while that consumed by Alas- 
kans is imported from Washington, 
California, Oregon and Idaho. Alaskan 
vields of extracted honey have ranged 
from 30 to as high as 100 pounds per 
hive in favorable years. 


The same varieties of honey are sold 
in Alaska in the same types of contain- 
ers as are sold in the other states. It 
can usually be found as comb honey, 
cut comb honey, extracted, creamed 
forms as typified by the Dyce process 
or mixed with butter. It is found in 
small quantities in both glass and plas- 
tic containers and, in larger quantities, 
in metal pails. The main variety as 
elsewhere is clover. Occasionally sage 
and orange blossom honey from Cali- 
fornia are noted. Buckwheat honey has 
never been found in any store visited. 


At the present time there is an almost 
unlimited pasturage for bees in Alaska 
but other factors make it difficult to 
take advantage of what is available. 
Although the Matanuska Valley area 
has only about 14.5 inches precipita- 
tion, much of it comes mid-July to 
early September which not only inter- 
feres with ripening of grain or hay but 
makes foraging difficult for the bees. 
A similar situation exists in the Tanana 
Valley, although there is more clear 
weather and higher temperatures in 
this locality and slightly lower precipi- 
tation. Bee populations usually reach 
good numbers about the time it begins 
to rain. Under these conditions the 
becs do not venture out except when 
it dries up and warms up. 


Pollen Plants 
From observations and microscopic 
examinations the main pollen sources 
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utilized in the Matanuska Valley area 
appear to be as follows: 


Dandelion Taraxacum 

Crab apple Malus 

Poplar Populus 

Willow Salix 

Alder Alnus sp. 

Clover Trifolium sp. 
Alfalfa Medicago falcata 


The first three are the main sources 
and utilized for storage and brood rear- 
ing. With their widespread distribution, 
dandelions, alders and willows are un- 
doubtedly the main sources in other 
portions of Alaska as well. 


Nectar Sources 

Nectar sources are more extensive 
and include the following, in Southeast 
Alaska, according to Pellett (1947). 


Salmon berry Rubus spectabilis 

Cloud berry Rubus chamaemorus 

Nahgoon berry Rubus stellatin 

Raspberry Rubus strigosus 

Blue berry Vaccinium sp. 

Seaside Portulaca Claytonia sp. 

White clover Trifolium sp. 

Wild tansey Achillia sp. 

Yellow water lily Nymphaes sp. 

Water smart weed Pelygonum sp. 

Elder berry Sambucus sp. 

Cow parsnip Heracleum lanatum 
Additional sources in the Matanuska 

and Tanana Valleys are as follows: 


Alaska 
1956 


Ex. Lt. Amber 
Few crystals 


Color 
Granulating tendency 


Moisture (%) 16.6 

Dextrose (%) 29.31 
Levulose (%) 38.79 
Sucrose (%) 0.97 
Maltose (%) 9.59 
Higher Sugars (%) 2.17 
Undetermined (%) 2.6 


pH 4.05 


Free Acidity (*) 12.42 
Lactone (*) 2.95 
Total Acidity (*) 15.37 
Lactone: free acid 0.238 
Nitrogen (%) 0.032 
Ash (%) 0.065 


*Milliequivalents per kilogram 


Alaskan honey appears to be very 
similar to that produced elsewhere ex- 
cept it is less acid and lower in sucrose 
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Iceland poppy 
Oriental poppy 
Roses 

Crab apples 
Bush cherries 
Red clover 
Alfalfa 

Sweet clover 
Alsike clover 
Lupine 
Caragana 
Fireweed 
Campanulas 
Boneset 
Centaurea 
Chickweed 
Broccoli 
Radish 
Mustard 


Papaver nudicaule 
Papaver orientale 
Rosa sp. 

Malus sp. 

Prunus besseyi 
Trifolium hybridum 
Medicago falcata 
Melilotus sp. 
Trifolium hybridum 
Lupinus sp. 
Caragana sp. 
Epilobium sp. 
Campanula sp. 
Eupatorium sp. 
Centaurea sp. 
Stellaria sp. 
Brassica sp. 
Brassica sp. 
Brassica sp. 





Although fireweed is very widespread 


throughout Alaska it has not been ob- 
served as being very attractive to hon- 
eybees. Clovers appear to be the main 
source of nectar in Alaska as in many 
other places. 





Analyses of extracted honey from } 


the Palmer area compared to the ave- | 
rage of Alaska and other states is as 
follows. These analyses were carried 
out by the Eastern Utilization and De- 
velopment Division, A. R. S. and fur- 
ther details will be published in the 
near future by the Division. 


Alaska Averages of 
1957 All samples } 
White White | 
Few crystals 14-14” layer 
14.4 i ee 
51.22 31.28 
39.59 38.19 
0.75 1.31 
9.86 7.31 | 
2.67 1.50 4 
2.2 3.1 
4.10 3.91 
13.78 22.03 
4.95 7.11 
18.72 29.12 
0.360 0.335 
0.033 0.041 
0.101 0.169 


but higher in maltose and the more 
complex sugars. 
Bees are usually imported as package 
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The scale hive located at the Alaska Agricultural Experiment Station is important in determ- 
ining honey production and also the amount of honey consumed by the bees during the winter. 


bees in mid May about the time willow 
pollen becomes available. It is often 
possible to get package bees installed in 
hives in Alaska within 48 hours from 
apiaries in California if airline connec- 
tions are favorable. It is usually neces- 
sary to give them supplemental feeding 
of sugar syrup for several weeks and 
then, when nectar sources appear, the 
sugar syrup is discontinued. Pollen 
supplements can be given but are not 
taken very heavily. Often they are re- 
moved from the hive by the bees. 

As nectar flows increase the addi- 
tional supers are added as needed. Two 
supers beyond the brood chamber are 
about all that are ever filled. Attempts 
to get the bees to use comb honey su- 
pers have been unsuccessful so far. In 
fact they have little interest in drawing 
out the foundation in the boxes. 

The honeybees do not work the long 


hours the bumblebees do and as soon 
as it cools down in the evening along 
about 6:00 p.m., honeybees return to 
the hive. In contrast bumblebees have 
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been observed still actively collecting 
nectar at 10:00 p.m. in raspberries in 
July. 

The cloudy, rainy, cool weather does 
not inhibit the bumblebee the way it 
does honeybees. The honeybees prac- 
tically cease foraging in early Septem- 
ber. After several heavy frosts they 
stay in the hives excevt for occasionally 
flying around the hives at mid-day 
when the sun shines. After about the 
middle of September there is little bee 
activity and after October there may be 
no suitable flying weather until the 
following April. January thaws with 
an occasional warm period are rare in 
Alaska. It may occasionally thaw 
enough to produce glaciering but not 
enough for the bees to get a good flight. 

By the use of supplemental feeding 
and adequate packing it is possible to 
winter bees through, but the long win- 
ter usually makes it simpler to take the 
honey in late September or early Octo- 
ber after killing the bees and get new 
packages in the spring. 

(Continued on page 756) 
723 














You're 
Throwing 
Money 
Away 


By forming good habits in the 
bee yard you can save a sur- 
prising amount of money. Put 
into practice what is outlined 
here and see for yourself. 


LESLIE J. RICK 
Ithaca, N. Y. 


O YOU LOSE perfectly good money 

each year by way of wax which 
never gets to the processor? 

There are two ways in which this 
can easily happen. During the season, 
on trips to the bee yard, as you go 
through colonies, do you scrape off 
burr comb, queen cells, etc., and throw 
it down in front of the hive, intending 
to pick it up later and save it? With 
me, “later” often never came, so I fin- 
ally adopted a method which prevents 
this waste, which I will discuss in a 
moment. 

The second cause of waste seems to 
me to occur as a result of poor house- 
keeping. I mean neglecting to go 
through the supers each year and scrape 
off the burr comb and wax, which in 
greater or less measure occurs in almost 
all supers. 

Going back to the loss which occurs 
during the season as you are working 
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The author with some new bees. 


your bees, here is a method to avoid 
much of it. I carry several three quart 
cans in the car trunk. One of these 
goes right along with the hive tool, the 
smoker, and me as I work colonies. It 
is a convenient size and you would be 
surprised how fast it fills up with what 
is often thrown away. 

I take these cans back home with me 
and empty them as necessary into a 
large covered tin can. I use the 50 
pound fat cans, such as restaurants 
have available as they use the shorten- 
ing. They have wide openings at the 
top and are easy to get the bee refuse 
out of later. Occasionally there may be 
a broken comb, the old black kind, 
which also goes in here. 

Through the summer, to prevent 
moth damage, I have used paradichloro- 
benzene crystals in a cloth wrap, on 
top of the contents of the can. I know 
the wax processors do not favor the 
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use of these crystals, but I discontinue 
their use in the fall, as soon as freezing 
weather comes and by spring, when 1 
take my accumulation to be sold, the 
smell of the crystals seems completely 
gone. I am a little reluctant to use 
carbon disulphide or calcium cyanide. 

Now, going to the second cause of 
waste which I mentioned, this seems 
to me to be a “sin of omission,” rather 
than commission. Have you ever strug- 
gled with a frame, most reluctant to 
leave its super? Very many of these 
during a morning can go a long way 
toward spoiling your disposition as well 
as the bees’, when it finally comes 
loose with a jolt. This also sometimes 
pulls the top bar loose from the end 
bar, occasionally ruining a good comb. 

Is there a way to prevent this and at 
the same time profit thereby? It isn’t 
easy, but if you have a warm shop or 
basement it isn’t the worst job you 
could find on a zero evening. I mean 
going over each frame and scraping the 
outer edges, then the inside and edges 
of the hive body. Perhaps you can’t 
watch TV while doing this, but the 
radio still works and you can listen 
while scraping wax off. 

I do not know whether additional 
wax is secured by this annual cleaning 
up over what might be accumulated in 
the hive and on the frames.over several 
years without cleaning. I suspect that 
possibly more is obtained by annual 
cleaning. I do * 10w that life is much 
pleasanter whe: the frames come out 
without the mighty struggle. 

Stapler to Fasten Tar Paper to Hive 

There can be another bonus in this 
system. It affords an ideal opportunity 
to check supers and combs. | pack my 
bees with a light weight black paper 
wrap secured with a stapler, so there 
are a few staples in many of the hive 
bodies, as those which have been used 
during the winter work back to the 
shop by way of manipulatiqns during 
the honey flow. 

I remove these staples and check the 
entire hive body. Sometimes a few 
nails (I use 8d coated) will make an old 
hive body serviceable for awhile longer. 
Also I have found that an old hive 
body may have been damaged with a 
hive tool and the bees will gnaw a little 
more till they can go in and out. This 
isn’t good when you are ready to use 
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the bee escapes. So a piece of broken 
section nailed over this, before the final 
coat of paint, will make it bee-tight and 
doesn’t make too bad a patch. 
Spraying Paint vs. Brushing 

That final step mentioned, the coat 
of paint, pays well in length of life of 
the hive body and makes the yard look 
so much better. I use white house 
paint. I just happen to like it better 
than aluminum paint, although that is 
excellent too. I brush it on when I 
work indoors. I have sprayed in the 
summer, outdoors, but I do not think 
I do as good a job as with the brush. 

In going through the frames of comb, 
I do some sorting. I try to discard any 
really bad drone combs or broken ones 
to the growing accumulation of wax 
refuse. The good combs of worker 
cells are put together for use in the 
brood nest, or if needed, for extracting 
supers. I try to use combs with an 
excess of drone cells only in extracting 
supers. Insofar as possible, I try to 
keep the combs which are light colored, 
newly drawn, separate for extracting. 
Of course they do get mixed somewhat 
during the summer, as one manipulates 
for swarm control. 

I follow pretty much the same pro- 
cedure for my secton and shallow (cut 
comb) supers. I don’t usually put foun- 
dation in or fold sections until about 
time to use them. However, when time 
was available, | have done both and by 
storing in a cool dry situation and cov- 
ering against dust, it has seemed to 
work OK. Avoid storing where it is 
too warm, as I have found that foun- 
dation will warp under such conditions. 

The only wax I render is capping 
wax. I have use for some beeswax and 
and it isn’t too difficult to do this. How- 
ever, all of the scrapings with the dis- 
carded comb go to the processor in 
the spring. He renders it and I have 
enough or more to supply all my foun- 
dation needs by paying a makeup 
charge for the foundation. 

At today’s price for foundation, es- 
pecially the thin section foundation, 
costs are really cut by having taken a 
little care in the bee yard through the 
summer and spent some evenings 
through the winter as outlined above. 

Any of you who aren’t already doing 
so, try it — you will be most agreeably 
surprised. 
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CARL BITTLE 
Fresno, California 


HERE I LIVE, in Fresno, Cali- 

fornia, the pollination of alfalfa for 
certified seed is a major service by the 
beekeeper. We do a great deal of polli- 
nation work which makes our opera- 
tion a migratory one. It is not unusual 
to move bees six times a year, making 
it necessary to pick up each individual 
beehive 12 times a year for moving in 
and out of fields. The tremendous 
amount of deadly sprays has made so 
many moves necessary. 

My motive for building this loader 
was to manage a two thousand hive 
operation in partnership with my father. 
I move bees during the evening and go 
to school during the day. My father’s 
profession is not beekeeping but public 
accounting. This loader will allow me 
to move bees if my father is busy and 
cannot help me. There is never a time 
that I have to do anything on my own, 
but the loader makes field work safer 
and faster in my operation. 

This loader took me seven months to 
engineer, design and build. It is a com- 
bination of the observation of three 
beehive loaders made by fellow apicul- 
turists. I studied the mistakes of others 
and decided to build one combining 
their ideas and mine and remove some 
of the disadvantages. I was granted 
permission to work on this project by 
my High School Shop Teacher. 


A cold rolled shaft fitted with a 
crank, raises and lowers the main col- 
umn two feet through the use of a screw 
ball jack, mitre gears and pillow blocks. 
The electrical assembly is mounted on 
the end of the beam over the truck cab 
to counterbalance the weight of the 
reinforced steel “I” beam and set at the 
top of the adjustable column. The bat- 
tery system is two 12 volt batteries 
connected in parallel with the negative 
ground throughout the truck. The pos- 
itive wire is connected to four 12 
volt solenoids to operate the reversible 
1.4 airplane motor. The electric cord 
reel has three wires, one as a positive 
and the other two for the up and down 
motion. Rather than run all the current 
through the switches at the cradle, these 
switches only operate the small amount 
of current for the solenoids. The 12 
volt batteries are continuously charged 
by an alternator mounted on the truck. 
Three lights are mounted along the 
boom to guide the operator at night. 

The loader will pick up over 6,000 
pounds if the beam is supported; this 
is brought about through the 30-1 gear 
reduction. 

It has been proved very useful in my 
operation this summer and I feel that 
my investment of $596.84 and the work 
involved, was well worth it. I would 
encourage anyone interested in making 
such a loader to do so. 


A view of the 24-volt motor that operates the loader. 
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How | Produce 
Section Comb 
Honey 


“Without the superior Caucasian queens, no 
doubt | wonld abandon this system, as the 
one cardinal requisite is a better than average 


strain of bee that can deliver the goods under 
second rate conditions.” 


HOWARD J. ROCK 

Dale, Wisconsin 

a HE ONLY TWO things to this 
beekeeping game are good young 

queens and plenty of good combs.” 
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So said a pioneer beeman of California 
who was noted for his legendary crops 


around the turn of the century. 
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After 29 years experience as a back- 
lotter, queen breeder and commercial 
producer in all the major producing 
areas of the U. S., I can attest to the 
validity of this statement but experience 
insists on the addition of good old 
common sense. 

During the 20’s and 30’s this region 
of Wisconsin was the alsike capital of 
the world and it was very easy for 
even a Clever beginner to produce a 
fancy grade section. Times have 
changed, the main crop is now gathered 
from alfalfa augmented by volunteer 
sweet clover, milkweed and in limited 
areas by basswood. White pasture clo- 
ver is a complete failure with me and 
I am very lucky if my bees should have 
access to as much as one acre of sweet 
clover as it enjoys a very low reputa- 
tion with the local farmers. If the 
month of August is hot and dry I also 
get a fair amount of honey from red 
clover. As this honey is slightly darker 
than other clover honey it does not fit 
in well with getting unfinished sections 
filled out. It is better policy at this 
time to have all comb supers removed 
but most years bees will fly over the 
red clover to gather alfalfa nectar. 

With this marginal environment, not 
very promising for producing sections, 
I decided on using the best strain of 
Caucasians available. This stock is ob- 
viously not pure but is actually a mix- 
ture of Caucasian and Carniolan as 
they use very little propolis and they 
are less likely to swarm than the best 
Italians that I can buy anywhere at any 
price. 1 have no queens for sale and 
would recommend to those interested 
to try several breeders advertising in 
the journals to see if they like them or 
not. Suffice to say, these excellent bees 
are the foundation of my success in this 
second rate territory. 

I rear most of the queens that I need 
by the Jay Smith method and buy suf- 
ficiently to avoid inbreeding. I look 
for the following characteristics in my 
breeding program; winter hardiness, 
economical use of stores, very compact 
brood pattern, not scattering their hon- 
ey in the supers, cleanliness and very 
important, longevity. Maybe I am prej- 
udiced but I never have found all these 
traits in the Italian race and I have 
worked with them in many different 
environments. I keep the very best 
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Italians for comparison and I am on 
very firm ground. 

At first I used the single brood nest, 
using Sechrist’s clear brood nest tech- 
nique but I didn’t like all that labor 
even though I got satisfactory crops. 
It seemed to me that I was not getting 
all the juice out of the orange, so to 
speak, and besides these queens are 
very prolific, so, being encouraged by 
Mr. Deyell’s experience using a double 
brood nest I am gradually turning to a 
modified two queen system during the 
build-up period and getting noticeably 
bigger and better crops. 

Around fruit bloom I establish a 
strong nuc over a double screen on 
each comb producing colony with a 
young laying aueen or a queen cell just 
ready to hatch. I also establish more 
nucs on their own stands, as a certain 
percentage of the nucs over double 
screens will fail and one must be rea- 
listic about such things and have a 
surplus so as to avoid disappointment. 
This method requires large amounts of 
honey and bees. 

I relegate about ten percent of all 
my colonies each year to producing 
feeder honey. Sometimes it seems as 
if I will have a surplus but it only seems 
that way. The month of June is a month 
of dearth for me with the exception of 
a small amount of raspberry nectar 
coming in; just enough to keep down 
robbing, at best. Without this feeder 
honey my plan would fail as I surely 
am not going to feed expensive sugar 
syrup except in an emergency. Sugar 
is a most expensive feed if you take into 
account all factors involved. Besides, 
my feeder combs contain considerable 
pollen. My bees are only one-half mile 
from the big Dale swamp which is a 
good source of pollen in the spring as 
willows are abundant. 

My honey flow begins around July 
4th from sweet clover, alfalfa and two 
years out of four from basswood. If 
the basswood is at its best the bees will 
ignore everything else and work as 
frantically as bees robbing out a sugar 
mill. This sort of thing happens about 
one year in three. 

At this time I unite all my modified 
two queen colonies and give each one 
two beeway section supers, 10 frame 
size, and of course, having a double 
brood chamber. Needless to say these 
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are enormous colonies and they enter 
the sections immediately. About one 
week later I reverse the brood cham- 
bers. I add supers as needed and 
arrange them as Miller and Demuth 
recommended. I have only a_ small 
swarming problem with these enormous 
Caucasian colonies because of their in- 
herent vigor; including young queens 
properly reared with a tolerance to 
reasonable crowding. 

1 have tried commercial Italian 
queens with this method but as only 
50 percent of them are normal queens 
they leave much to be desired and 
this is my very last season with them. 

Usually the young queen survives 
when the colony is united but the old 
queen will continue to be useful for 
as much as three weeks when she may 
be found dead at the entrance early in 
the morning. However, at times it is 
the young queen that gets the axe. | 
like to think that the best queen sur- 
vived but that is not a certainty. If 
the old wintered-over queen survives 
she may fail during the honey flow but 
this is not serious as I have the extra 
nucs to requeen with. All queens are 
clipped. 

I still produce some sections with a 
single brood chamber but am going to 
abandon it completely next season for 
obvious reasons. 

One must super just as carefully with 
this method as with the single brood 
nest or one will wind up with a lot of 
culls and light weight sections. It is 
hardly a method for beginners. The 
very best management must be main- 
tained the year around, no skimping on 
stores, etc. 

I use top and bottom starters in the 
sections but I use no bait combs what- 
soever. Textbooks always tell us to sell 
the culls and the tough bait combs on 
the home market but I am not about 
to ever do that. My customers at home 
want fancy honey just as much as cus- 
tomers 100 miles away do. Some sea- 
sons the culls are numerous but I never 
push their sale but prefer to melt them 
up. If one has a realistic estimation of 
his honey flow potential and is not car- 
ried away by optimism the number of 
culls will be few. In a year of near 
failure everyone has culls. 

Most of my problems are caused by 
the weather as it is hard to have satis- 
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factory queen rearing in some of our 
seasons of unusually bad cold snaps, 
high winds and long periods of cold 
drizzle with which the sovereign state 
of Wisconsin is plagued. Dragonflies 
from the Dale swamp also knock off 
many a virgin with a promising future 
which is about the unkindest cut of all. 
They lower the percentage of success. 

In spite of everything I am sold on 
this method of getting fancy section 
comb honey, full weight and capped 
white as snow. Without the superior 
Caucasian queens, no doubt I would 
abandon this system, as the one cardi- 
nal requisite is a better than average 
strain of bee that can deliver the goods 
under second rate conditions. 

I will repeat, I have no bees or 
queens for sale. To be a success with 
this system one should have queen 
rearing ability or have a good source 
from which to buy. I much prefer to 
rear my own. 


lis An Idea 


HERBERT V. CANEDAY 
Taylors Falls, Minn. 


ESIRING TO HAVE the cleanest 

possible cakes of beeswax without 
the mess of trying to strain it, I hit 
upon the following idea that has proved 
highly satisfactory: 

When I remove the wax from the 
rendering fot I put it into a fairly tall 
slender can, and warm it again to about 
160 to 180 F. Then I take it off from 
the heat and let the slumgum settle to 
the bottom. Anything that floats can 
be skimmed off. After about 15 min- 
utes I immerse the bottom of the can 
in cold water long enough to congeal 
the bottom half inch or more of wax 
in the can. Then when I pour the rest 
of the wax into the mold, the slumgum 
is held by the congealed wax in the 
first container and I have a clean cake 
of wax. It works splendidly regardless 
of what size container one might use. 

That slumgum wax is set aside from 
each batch thus cleaned and all of it 
melted together in one last batch which 
is cleaned in this same manner, ending 
with only a small amount to be strained 
or sold as dirty wax. 
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1962 officers for the Indiana State Beekeepers’ Association, left to right. Mahlon Carlock, vice 


president; Earl Huff, secretary; and Roy L. Stewart, president. 


Indiana State Beekeepers’ 
Association Meeting 


FRIENDLY and eventful meeting 

of the State Indiana Beekeepers’ As- 
sociation was held at the Severance Ho- 
tel in Indianapolis, October 21, 1961. 

G. H. Cale, Editor of the American 
Bee Journal, was the morning speaker. 
Mr. Cale enlightened the members on 
the solutions of the many problems of 
“Requeening”’. 

Dr. B. E. Montgomery, Purdue Pro- 
fessor of Entomology, was toastmaster 
for the Association’s Luncheon and 
Social Hour. 

Jack H. Happ, Managing Editor of 
Gleanings in Bee Culture, was the af- 
ternoon speaker. Mr. Happ entertained 


the audience with “Excerpts from 
Gleanings’ Mail Box”. 

Several important issues were 
brought before the members during 
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their business meeting. Most discussed 
problems were the Pros and Cons of 
the Enabling Act and the appropriation 
cut of the State budget in regard to 
foul brood inspection. 


The following officers were elected 
for 1962: President, Roy L. Stewart; 
Vice President, Mahlon Carlock; Sec- 
retary, Earl Huff. 


At the Women’s Auxiliary meeting 
they discussed sponsoring an Indiana 
Honey Queen. Mrs. B. E. Montgomery 
presented a fascinating lecture, illus- 
trated with color slides, on her recent 
tour of “Grande Ole England”. They 
closed the meeting with a drawing of 
door prizes, which were beeswax can- 
dies, artistically designed by Mrs. Ray 
Stewart, Auxiliary President. 
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1961 Honey Production and Stocks on Hand September 15 For Sale 


State 
and 
division 


Maine 
N. H. 


W.N. C. 
Del. 
Md. 
Va. 

W. Va. 
N. C. 
x <. 
Ga. 
Fla. 

S. A. 
Ky. 
Tenn. 
Ala. 
Miss. 
Ark. 
La. 
Okla. 
Texas 

m <. 
Mont. 
Idaho 
Wyo. 
Colo. 
N. Mex. 
Ariz. 
Utah 
Nev. 
Wash. 
Oreg 
Calif. 

West. 

ji. 4 


1/ Preliminary. 


732 


Colonies of bees : 


1960 : 1961 1/ : 
Thousands 
8 8 
11 11 
18 16 
2 Z 
14 12 
191 193 
34 33 
152 150 
436 431 
273 281 
182 187 
151 159 
138 144 
182 197 
926 968 
262 278 
148 141 
131 134 
33 35 
67 74 
65 72 
44 °43 
750 777 
3 4 
30 31 
129 129 
109 98 
186 197 
53 a7 
207 215 
277 283 
996 =1,014 
114 104 
152 157 
193 197 
80 84 
85 83 
93 101 
51 52 
274 274 
1,042 1,052 
$3 81 
201 201 
38 37 
65 65 
11 10 
104 106 
52 ae 
9 9 
100 100 
33 56 
564 558 
1,280 1,275 
5,430 5,517 


Yield perco‘ony : 


1960 : 1961 1/ 
Pounds 
21 “3 
32 29 
44 55 
16 17 
19 20 
16 17 
64 49 
33 40 
29 28 
44.0 38.2 
42 44 
52 38 
48 49 
70 62 
81 90 
56.8 Jo.8 
102 103 
60 90 
22 29 
94 97 
110 160 
64 115 
42 49 
33 91.2 
Ze 33 
at 35 
a5 30 
21 18 
Zi 19 
24 23 
30 33 
70 71 
38.5 38.6 
16 24 
17 21 
22 17 
32 30 
ae 24 
32 31 
45 30 
51 48 
31.0 29.9 
71 66 
40 54 
60 92 
47 73 
48 70 
74 70 
34 54 
46 87 
44 45 
30 33 
48 39 
49.0 50.3 
47.9 50.0 


Honey production 
producer's hand 


1960 : 1961 1/: 
Thousand pounds 
126 138 
256 232 
484 605 
288 272 

38 40 
224 204 

12,224 9,457 
Leen 1,320 
4,408 4,200 

19,170 16,468 

11,466 12,364 
9,464 7,106 
7,248 7,791 
9,660 8,928 

14,742 17,730 

52,580 53,919 

26,724 28,634 
8,880 12,690 
2,882 3,886 
3,102 3,395 
7,370 11,840 
4,160 8,280 
1,848 2,107 

54,966 70,832 

81 132 

810 1,085 
3,225 3,870 
2,289 1,764 
5,022 3,743 
1,320 1,311 
6,210 7,095 

19,390 20,093 

38,347 39,093 
1,824 2,496 
2,584 3,297 
4,246 3,349 
2,560 2,520 
1,870 1,992 
2,976 3,131 
2,295 1,560 

13,974 13,152 

32,329 31,497 
5,893 5,346 
8,040 10,854 
2,280 3,404 
3,055 4,745 

528 700 
7,696 7,420 
1,768 2,808 

414 783 
4,400 4,500 
1,590 1,848 

21.072 21,762 

62,736 64,170 

260,128 275,979 
GLEANINGS 


Honey for 
sale in 


on Sept. 
15, 1961 
Thous. 
pounds 


43 
63 
254 
82 


6,028 
11,003 
649 
791 
770 
756 
319 
1,065 
312 
2,367 
7,029 
3,315 
5,753 
1,702 
2,372 


280 
2.226 


ees 


1,404 
509 
1,530 
573 
9,575 
29,239 
104,457 
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ale 
Honey for 
Sale in 
cer’s hand 
on Sept. 
15, 1961 
Thous. 
Pounds 


43 
63 
254 
82 
12 
82 
3,783 
686 
1,260 
6,265 
4,946 
2,842 
4,753 
3,839 
10,106 
26,486 
11,167 
5.076 
1,010 
985 
2,131 
3,560 
506 
14,435 
59 
488 
1,432 
353 
936 
288 
1,419 
1,028 
| 003 
649 
79] 
770 
756 
319 
,065 
312 
367 
029 
355 
753 
702 
Ey 
280 














Honey Packing Bulletin: 


ROF. G. F. TOWNSEND of the On- 

tario Agricultural College has pub- 
lished a new bulletin on the preparation 
of honey for market. This bulletin in- 
cludes new information and is at the 
same time a composite of some of his 
circulars on the handling of honey. 

The bulletin is very well illustrated 
and contains information for both large 
and small beekeepers. 

In addition to information on some 
of the physical characteristics of honey 
the bulletin also discusses the practical 
aspects of honey extracting, including 
the removal of moisture, uncapping, 
straining and various methods of pre- 
paring the final pack for market. Pack- 
ing crystallized honey by the Dyce 
Process is also considered. - 


Townsend, G. F. 
Preparation of honey for market. Ontario 


Agricultural College, Gue.ph, On.ario. 
Publication 544. July, 1961. 


The Shipment of Honeybee 
Semen by Mail: 

HIPMENTS OF drone semen have 

been successfully made from _ the 
USDA Baton Rouge laboratory to sev- 
eral researchers in the United States 
The semen is shipped in small glass 
tubes. Each tube carries the semen 
from 30 to 40 male bees. Virgin queen 
bees have been inseminated successful- 
ly with semen which has been stored in 
glass tubes for as long as 68 days. 

There have been no shipments of 
bees from other parts of the world into 
the United States or Canada since 1923. 
This has been because of the fear of 
introducing bee diseases not now pres- 
ent in this country. Attempts will be 
made in 1962 to bring semen from 
abroad both for experimental purposes 
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XUM 


Research 
Review 


DR. ROGER A. MORSE 
Research Editor of Gleanings 

and Ass’t. Prof. of Apiculture 
Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y. 





and for the purpose of introducing new 
strains of honeybees into some of the 
breeding programs now in existence. 


Taber, Stephen, II! 
Successful shipments of honeybee se 


men. Bee World 42:173-6. 1961. 


Honey Production and 


Marketing in Vermont: 
EEKEEPERS IN Vermont and the 
New England States will be glad to 

learn of a new bulletin on the econom- 

ics of beekeeping in Vermont. Vermont 

beekeepers produce about one-half mill- 

ion pounds of honey each year and the 

value of their honey and beeswax is 
approximately $185,000. The bulletin 
resulted from questionnaires sent to 
approximately 100 beekeepers in the 
state of Vermont. In the past beekeep- 
ers have done a notoriously poor job 
of promoting and selling their product 
and the author has done an excellent 
job of pointing out some of the short- 
comings. Only nine of the beekeepers 
advertised their product and the amount 
spent in advertising was very small. It 
was pointed out that operators of small 
apiaries usually undercharge for their 
product. As an illustration it was men- 
tioned that the price of section comb 
honey varies from 25 cents to 60 cents 
(Continued on page 759) 
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G. H. Cale, editor of The American Bee Journal and Jack Happ, managing editor of Gleanings 
in Bee Culture cheerfully criticize each other's work in the two bee magazines at the Indiana 
State meeting. This was the first personal meeting of these two editors and it was a very 
enjoyable one. 


Santa Claus remembers little boys who are good, with sweet things like honey. 
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Mississippi's Governor, Ross Barnett, left, chats with Mississippi's Honey Queen, Pat Henderson 
and Si Corley, Mississippi's Commissioner of Agriculture at the recent SSBF meeting. 
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This attractive display at Ohio State Fair was created by Kenneth 
and Lois Moore of Marysville, Ohio. 
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The Season’s Greetings to All 


| pin YULETIDE SEASON is approaching once more and our minds naturally 
turn to home, loved ones and friends. Christmas is a time of giving rather than 
receiving; a time for renewing our hopes and aspirations for the future. 

In spite of the turmoil over the world at present we can hope and pray 
that right will eventually prevail. With this in mind the Gleaning’s staff wishes 
you one and all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 


The National Meeting at Biloxi, Mississippi 
cena ane FROM OVER the country should get together at least once a 

year to become better acquainted and to enjoy a program consisting of talks 
by some of the leaders of our industry, as well as panel discussions regarding 
problems beekeepers face at present. 

The meeting place, Biloxi, Mississippi, is situated on the Gulf of Mexico, 

a beautiful spot to visit. The weather down there is usually mild at that season 
of the year. Beekeepers in the North should plan to get away from the ice and 
snow for a week or so to bask in the Southern sunshine. Beekeepers and those 
connected with our industry should surely attend the coming Federation meeting 
in Biloxi, January 22-27, 1962, held at the Buena Vista Hotel. 


Propionic Anhydride 
ey FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT by the Department of Agriculture suggesting 
the use of Propionic Anhydride as a repellent to remove bees in the harvesting 
of honey came in a news release in August. This was sent to leading honey pro- 
ducers over the country and published in the bee journals, including Gleaning’s 
September issue. The use of phenol or carbolic acid has been the prevailing meth- 
od for a number of years and the purpose of the new chemical was to try to elimi- 
nate any possible taint of phenol in honey. It was the feeling of the Department 
of Agriculture that the new repellent was more acceptable for many reasons. The 
release described the method of use and the amounts and concentration of the 
chemical. 

From the many reports that Gleanings has received from producers over 
the country, it appears that Propionic Anhydride makes a satisfactory repellent 
for harvesting honey under some conditions. However, there has been consider- 
able dispute over the method of application. Evidently, not all strains of bees 
react in the same manner to the Propionic acid fumes. Some bees have a tendency 
to run quickly; others cling tenaciously to the combs. Weather and hive conditions 
seem to be factors governing the method of application and results. 

Reports coming to Gleanings seem to favor the acid board method found 
successful with phenol, but with some modifications. Seemingly the pad has to be 
a little farther away from the top of the frames than with phenol and the concen- 
tration of propionic anhydride and water appears to work better with a smaller 
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percentage of the active chemical than originally recommended in earlier reports. 

Other variations have been suggested. One beekeeper recommends that 
supers be slid forward slightly on the hive to provide an extra exit at the bottom 
of the super. This, coupled with a light application of smoke to the top of the 
frames before applying the fume board, has proven helpful in speeding the re- 
moval of the bees. 

Some honey producers have thrown up their hands in disgust; others like 
the new material and show a willingness to stick with it until the technique of 
handling it can be fully perfected. Gleanings will welcome your suggestions 
about the procedures you have tried and found successful. 


The European Common Market 
| APPEARS CERTAIN that England will enter the European Common market. 

There is no doubt that this will do much to strengthen European economy and 
to strengthen United States ties in Europe. 

At the same time this will have an effect on the world honey market and 
a recent article from Australia pin-points the problem. At the present time 
Australian honey has what is termed “commonwealth preference” in England. 
This preference amounts to about 55 cents per hundred pounds. Both Germany 
and Switzerland and some of the other European countries have a high import 
duty on honey produced anywhere outside of these countries. 

It may very well be that Australia, New Zealand and other commonwealth 
countries will be forced to look elsewhere for markets. This might very well mean 
an attempt by these countries to either sell their honey in the United States or at 
least to enter into competition with certain U. S. overseas markets. 


The 1961 Honey Crop in U. S. A. 

| pg wate TO A REPORT put out by the Statistical Reporting Service of 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture, the estimated honey crop for 1961, 

275,979,000 pounds, is a record breaker. This large crop is six percent more than 

the 1960 crop and thirteen percent more than the average production from 1955 

to 1959. The average per colony production is 50 pounds compared with 47.9 

pounds in 1960. ; 

The ten leading honey producing states in 1961 were Minnesota, Califor- 
nia, Florida, Wisconsin, Texas, lowa, Ohio, South Dakota, Idaho and New York. 
These states accounted for approximately 57 percent of the nation’s honey crop. 

Stocks of honey on hand offered for sale by producers on September 15 
totaled 104,457,000 pounds, which compares with 93,575,000 pounds a year ago. 

There were 5,517,000 colonies of bees in the United States, as of Septem- 
ber 15, compared with 5,430,000 colonies of bees a year ago. 


Don’t Cut Budget for Bee Disease Control 
T IS CERTAINLY GRATIFYING to learn that the number of cases of Ameri- 
can foulbrood in our country has declined to such an extent that some states 
are reporting less than one percent infection. 

We owe all the credit for this decline to our state inspection programs, to 
the men who set up these programs and to those who carry them out. These low 
figures of infection are the ammunition that some state budget committees are 
using in cutting back the appropriations for these important programs, with the 
argument that because of the low figures the inspection program should cost less. 

If these cut-backs are allowed, the programs cannot be thoroughly carried 
out, consequently, the infection of this brood disease will begin to spread and 
beekeepers will suffer. 

It is the sole responsibility of everyone who raises one or more colonies of 
bees not to let this happen. We live in a democracy which entitles each of us to 
be heard. So if you learn that the budget for the inspection program within your 
state is to be cut, don’t leave it to the other man, contact your representatives at 
once and tell them how important this program is. 
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ELL, WADDAYA KNOW? Here 

it is again, time to put the bees to 
bed for the winter. Some people don’t 
do anything. Others go to ridiculous 
and unnecessary lengths that do more 
harm than good. Whether or not your 
winter management does any good is 
up to you to decide for yourself. For 
me, | wrap in tar paper with an absorb- 
ent and insulating pad between the 
inner and outer cover, and sometimes 
think that I do it more for my own 
comfort than for the bees. The reason I 
say that is because several times things 
have happened that were not supposed 
to happen, but the bees did all right 
anyhow. 

Where you are probably should be 
the answer to the question of what to 
do about winter management. The one 
rule that applies everywhere is to leave 
with the bees twice as much in the way 
of stores than you think that they could 
possibly use. Next, if you keep your 
bees in a place where they are swept 
by those bitter January winds, a good 
windbreak is a definite necessity. You 
know yourself how uncomfortable you 
feel when you sit in a draft, even 
though the temperature doesn’t go very 
low. You also know how, in the win- 
ter, a light jacket often will keep you 
warm so long as you stay out of the 
wind, whereas you are cold and un- 
comfortable when you are bucking a 
stiff breeze even though you are wrap- 
ped up like an Eskimo. 

My bees are protected on the north 
by a natural thicket of honeysuckle and 
cat briar. Many times on cold days, 
when the sun is out, and the wind is 
from the north, I can stand by the hives 
without discomfort. On the west and 
southwest however, there is an open 
wood, and when the wind is from that 
direction, it seems to gain force just 
by whistling around the trunks of the 
trees. So I have two lengths of snow 
fence that I put up on that side, about 
20 feet apart. 

Maybe it doesn’t do any good to have 
a double fence like that, but, as I said 
before, it makes me feel better to have 
it there. Now, when the wind is from 
that direction, 1 can feel it from the 
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belt up, and when I “scrooch” down 
le.el with the tops of the hives, I don’t 
feel it. So I am going to continue. The 
fence is paid for, and takes about half 
an hour to put up. 

Wrapping is another thing that may 
or may not help. With moderation it 
certainly can’t do any harm. So I use a 
single thickness of regular tar paper 
cut in half the long way, making it 18 
inches wide, and long enough to wrap 
around. three sides of the hive, with 
about three inches overlapping the 
front, to fasten it to the front of the 
hive with frame nails and a slice of old 
shingle. Naturally my hives face south, 
so this leaves the front open to the sun 
at midday. My theory is that even 
though there is no warmth in the tar 
paper itself, it does keep any breeze 
that may filter through the windbreaks 
from hitting the hive directly — some- 
thing like wearing one of those thin 
windbreakers that are quite popular 
when there is just a slight chill in the 
air. You keep yourself warm by keep- 
ing the moving air away from your 
personal heating system. 

In some places it might be necessary 
to use elaborate systems of packing, 
but for me it is too much like work to 
move heavy colonies together, and tie 
them up with a mile of binder twine 
and a couple of bales of hay. I'll never 
forget the first time I wintered my bees. 
I spent a whole week end making an 
claborate case out of two by fours and 
heavy roofing, the kind that comes 
about an eighth of an inch thick. I 
don’t know how many bushels of leaves 
I raked together and carried to that 
apparatus, but it was plenty. And then, 
the next soring, I found that the leaves 
had settled as they dried, into a thin 
layer that barely came as high as the 
bottom board, leaving nothing but air 
between the hive and the roofing. An- 
other hive that was heavily packed with 
discarded potato bags was neither bet- 
ter nor worse when the time to unpack 
came in the spring. And so that was 
the last time I packed like that. As the 
years went by, I gradually reduced the 
amount of work and material, and the 

(Continued on page 758) 
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Buttonbush growing in a bay of Kentucky Lake.—Photo by H. B. Lovell. 


HONEY PLANTS 


Let's Talk 
About 


HONEY PLANTS 

DR. HARVEY B. LOVELL 
University of Louisville, 
Louisville, Ky. 


UTTONBUSH (Cephalanthus occi- 

dentalis) or buttonwillow. Mr. 
R. A. Applegate of Fort Worth writes 
“We have raised quite a few button 
willows from cuttings and they have 
done quite well even in our hot, dry 
climate. In fact we didn’t plant the 
cuttings — we put them in the ground 
in a bundle to keep them over winter 
and before we dug them up in the 
spring, they had taken root and sent up 
shoots. Some of these we transplanted 
and some we left where they were. 
These plants have been watered very 
little (some of them not at all) but they 
have survived and bloomed during our 
last two exceptionally hot dry sum- 
mers. I saw the bees visiting them. It 
is true that the plant grows naturally 
by the side of rivers and ponds, but 
here in Texas it grows beside rivers 
and creeks which are dry most of the 
year. In reference to the request of 
David Pasnick of Fayetteville, West 
Virginia, in which he said he would 
like to plant buttonwillow in his garden, 
it seems to me that the bush would 
thrive in the moister climate of that 
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state with a minimum of care and make 
an attractive plant in his garden”. 

Vermont. Mr. Lee Faneuf told us that 
he makes considerable honey from but- 
tonbush in the Champlain Valley. He 
described the honey as light colored 
and mild with a good flavor. It is 
generally mixed with that from clover 
and basswood. The flowers of this 
bush are in round clusters and have a 
long blooming period. Since the bush 
generally grows in water, it secretes 


Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis). 
Ti) 



































freely in dry weather. The shallow 
backwaters of some of Kentucky’s arti- 
ficial lakes are filling in with button- 
bushes. 

Roy Eli of Cory, Indiana, once stored 
a shallow super of honey from button- 
bush in a week, along bottom lands in 
southern Indiana. 

Indiana. The October News Letter 
has some interesting information about 
fall honey plants in that state. “Four 
of our main honey plants are extremely 
plentiful and thrifty, namely: heartsease 
(smartweed), Spanish needles, golden- 
rod and aster. Of these aster seems the 
most abundant and is of the greatest 
importance to beekeepers. The white 
or frost aster commonly called wire- 
wced by many farmers is very hardy 
and seems to produce nectar at lower 
temperatures than most honey plants. 
Light frosts seem to do almost no dam- 
age to the plants, in fact some beekeep- 
ers maintain that it yields better after 
one or two frosts. The color and fla- 
vor of aster honeys range in different 
parts of Indiana from amber to nearly 
white. Quite often there is a natural 
blending of goldenrod with aster which 
accounts for some of the amber color- 
ing. Many people who are accustomed 
to eating aster honey consider the fla- 
vor very palatable but to those accus- 
tomed to milder flavored honeys, aster 
is a bit strong.” To which I might add 
that states with a good fall flow are 
very fortunate to have a source of win- 
ter stores. The strong, rather unpleas- 
ant odor of aster honey disappears 
when the honey is well ripened. Bee- 
keepers in northern Kentucky often 
store a shallow super of honey after 
the first week of October. In my ex- 
perience a good freeze often does not 
kill frost aster. I have seen bumblebees 
working the flowers in late November 
on a sunny day. 

California. | have just received the 
annual catalog of Tontz Country Store 
and Honey Farm from Elsinore, Cali- 
fornia. Like an increasing number of 
beekeepers, the owner keeps his honeys 
separate and sells them by their floral 
names such as orange blossom, desert 
alfalfa, western clover, California 
mountain sage (purple sage), silver sage, 
and wild flower honey. He also certi- 
fies that his honeys are not heated or 
pressure filtered. There is considerable 
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disagreement between packers and bee- 
keepers over the relative merits of fil- 
tering and heating honeys. Some claim 
that these processes reduce the natural 
flavors, while others think that the im- 
proved appearance and freedom from 
granulation which result are worth it. 
I should be happy to hear the opinion of 
any readers on this important question. 


Mike Fright? ? 
ike Fright? ¢ 

OST BEEKEEPERS would rather 

face a thousand hives of the rough- 
est bees than to make one small speech 
in front of a crowd, especially if they 
have to face a microphone. 

If you have been asked to appear on 
a meeting program and you are dread- 
ing it, here are a few simple techniques 
to remember when you speak into the 
microphone. Sit or stand about 8 to 12 
inches from the mike, which should be 
set at a level to speak directly into it. 
Do not move backward and forward or 
from side to side. 

The microphone is an extremely sen- 
sitive instrument and will exaggerate 
both the good and bad qualities of your 
voice. If your voice is raspy or nasal, 
speak across the face of the mike to 
minimize these  qualitizs. Hissing 
sounds, too, can be held down this way. 

Turn as far away as possible if you 
feel a cough or a sneeze coming on. 
Don’t play with things on the desk or 
podium. Don’t shuffle your notes. 
Don’t handle the mike in any way. 

Try to control your voice at its nat- 
ural pitch. Just speak in a normal con- 
versational manner. If you’re reading 
from a script, read into the microphone 
and not down to the script. 

If you know the .opic you have been 
asked to talk on, and if you follow 
these few hints, then you should have 
no worry about making your speech. 





DESPATCH in the Sydney, Aus- 

tralia DAILY TELEGRAPH re- 
veals that Sir Edmund Hillary, well- 
known New Zealand beekeeper and 
conqueror of Mt. Everest, has promised 
his support for an appeal for a world 
center of information on the honeybee. 
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Santa stuffed with honey fruit balls adds gay note to holiday season.—Photo courtesy Kellogg Co. 


MRS. BENJ. NIELSEN 
Aurora, Nebraska 


OULDN’T SOME little girl love to 
have this intriguing Santa Claus 


stuffed with honey goodies? Mom 
would delight in its gracing the table 
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or buffet for a Holiday Coffee! Flank 
him with gay red candles, a bit of pine 
or holly and add bright napkins in holi- 
day motif for a really festive setting. 
Stuff him with bite-size cookies, can- 
dies, or honey confections, using your 
choicest honey recipes. Be prepared to 
give the recipes too. 

Scraps of red and white felt, a length 
of white yarn and a bit of glue are all 
you need for making Mr. Claus. 
Honey Fruit Balls 

Six cups ready-to-eat high protein 
cereal, | cup nutmeats, 1% cups (7'%2- 
oz. package) pitted dates, | cup mixed 
candied fruits, “2 cup shredded coco- 
nut, ’3 cup orange or grape juice, %4 
cup honey, “2 teaspoon cinnamon, 2 
teaspoon nutmeg, “4 teaspoon allspice, 
dash of salt and 34 cup sifted confec- 
tioners’ sugar. 

Put cereal, nutmeats, dates, candied 
fruits and coconut through food chop- 
per using the finest blade. Add juice, 
honey, spices and salt to fruit mixture. 


Mix and knead with hands until mix- 
ture will hold together. Shape into 
small balls about one inch in diameter. 
Roll in confectioners’ sugar. Store in 
tightly covered jar for several days to 
“ripen”. Roll again in confectioners’ 
sugar before serving. Yield: 5% dozen 
balls, one inch in diameter. 


Honey Penuche 


Two cups brown sugar, firmly pack- 
ed (golden brown or light is preferable), 
or | cup brown sugar and | cup white 
sugar, ’2 cup cream, 2 tablespoons hon- 
ay, dash of salt and | teaspoon vanilla. 
Nutmeats optional. 

Combine sugar, cream, honey and 
salt in heavy skillet. Cook over low 
heat, stirring constantly until sugar 
crystals are dissolved. Increase heat 
and cook to soft ball stage. Remove 
from heat, add vanilla, then beat until 
mixture loses its gloss, and is fairly 
stiff. Spread on buttered platter. Crease 
into squares when cool. 


Clean Hands Are Essential 
When Handling Queens 


F. M. CANTRELL 
Atlanta, Georgia 


AVE YOU EVER used a queen 

marking cage in marking a number 
of queens at one and the same time 
and then checked back a week or 10 
days later and found a number of super- 
sedure cells in those hives except the 
one marked first? 

In my first experience with the queen 
marking cage | marked one queen and 
was gratified with ease and success. 
My next experience was marking five 
queens the same day in the same yard. 
The job was completed in about an 
hour, but when I dropped the fifth 
queen onto the top bar of the frame 
from which she was taken, she was 
pounced upon and balled and as | 
reached to pick up the ball of bees they 
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rolled in and down the opening be- 
tween the frames. By the time I re- 
moved three frames and picked up the 
balled queen and shook off the workers 
the queen had been done-in and died 
in a queen cage lying on the top bar of 
the brood frame. 

A week later three out of the five 
hives had supersedure cells and the 
beautifully marked queens could not 
be found. 

From this experience I have con- 
cluded that it is not wise to mark or 
handle a second or third queen without 
washing the hands and equipment with 
alcohol or soap and water to remove 
all traces of queen scent. 
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Location for Bees 


EEKEEPING IS a hobby with me, 

as it is with other beekeepers in this 
area. We don’t get a very dependable 
honey crop. Some years we might get 
200 pounds per hive, but 40 pounds is 
more of an average. Last year my 
colonies averaged about 20 pounds and 
the year before nothing at all. 

Much has been written about the 
location of apiaries, but I have never 
seen any mention made of a site such 
as mine. It is close to a rim rock, 
which faces to the south. The bees 
winter well here. The only bees I ever 
lost at this location were in a four 
frame nuc and they starved. Spring 
build-up is very good, I suppose due 
to the heat reflected bv the rocks. The 
bees really build up too soon. Then I 
have swarming troubles, and some years 
I lose a swarm or two. 


I have two other hives at another 


DECEMBER, 1961 


EMIL DOMAS 
Ritter, Oregon 


location. I call them my experimental 
hives. They are located on a _ south 
slope near on old orchard with some 
trees on the north and west side for a 
windbreak. I get about half as much 
honey from these hives as I do from 
those by the rim rock, and the two 
groups of hives are only a mile apart. 

The pictures, taken two years ago, 
show part of the hives at the rim rock. 
I tried to get one close up, to show the 
bees, but they didn’t show up very well 
in the picture. The hives are about 15 
feet apart. This gives me room to di- 
vide the colonies when they get too 
strong. I put the divisions back to- 
gether again, when the main honey 
flow starts, which is about the middle 
of June. I have tried the two queen 
system for a swarm control measure, 
but it didn’t seem to work too well. 
The bees swarmed anyway. 
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Elaine Prather, wel- 
comes Mississippi Gov. 
Ross Barnett to the 
Southern States Bee- 
keepers’ Meeting. 


S.5.8.F. Meeting 


HE SOUTHERN STATES Beekeep- 

ers’ Federation meeting held in Jack- 
son, Mississippi had some lively sessions 
for the small group that attended. The 
program was filled with dignitaries, 
including Governor Ross Barnett of 
Mississippi and Mississippi's Commis- 
sioner of Agriculture, Si Corley. Some 
of the noted speakers who traveled 
quite some distance to attend the meet- 
ing were Dr. C. L. Farrar, Head of Bee 
Culture Research Investigations for the 
Agricultural Research Service, Marvin 
Webster of the Fruit & Vegetable Di- 
vision U.S.D.A., Henry Hansen, presi- 
dent of the American Beekeeping Fed- 
eration, J. S. Miller, editor of the Hon- 
ey Market News, J. H. Barnett, secre- 
tary-treasurer of the Manitoba Honey 
Producers’ Cooperative and Frank E. 
Todd, newly appointed Head of United 
States Bee Cultural Laboratories, Belts- 
ville, Maryland. 
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The program started with a short 
address by Governor Ross Barnett, wel- 
coming the southern beekeepers to 
Jackson, followed by a short address 
from Si Corley, Commissioner of 
Agriculture. 

Dr. Farrar Resigns 


After the introductory remarks, Dr. 
Clayton L. Farrar started the main pro- 
gram by telling of the research work 
done in the past season. His remarks 
centered primarily around the work 
done on Propionic Anhydride for re- 
moving bees from filled honey supers. 
He also announced that he was stepping 
down as Head of the Bee Culture Lab- 
oratory and Frank Todd would be tak- 
ing his place as head of the laboratories. 
Dr. Farrar had continued many of his 
past duties as leader of the research 
work at the University of Wisconsin 
when he accepted the position as Head 
of the U. S. Bee Culture Laboratories. 
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Marvin W. Webster of the Fruit and Vegetable 
Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, ex- 
plains the purpose of enabling legislation and 
what services a marketing order could render 
the honey industry. 


The extra work load has become too 
great for his health. 

Walter T. Kelley followed, speaking 
on chemicals in beekeeping. Mr. W. H. 
Purser from Clemson strayed some 
from his assigned subject, “Increasing 
Yield Per Colony of Bees”, to empha- 





president of the American 
Beekeeping Federation... .“‘A market order is 


Henry Hanson, 
not government intervention but ‘self-help’ ’’. 
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Dr. C. L. Farrar announces he is stepping 
down as head of the U. S. Bee Culture Lab- 
oratories but will continue his research work 
at Madison. 


size the importance of teaching the 
youth of America the value of bees. 

After the luncheon break Marvin 
Webster explained how the passage of 
an Enabling Act could benefit the Hon- 
ey Industry. Henry Hansen, president 
of ABF, explained why the honey in- 
dustry needed a Marketing Order. Then 
both men answered questions from the 
floor. At the end of the discussion one 
of the members moved that SSBF rec- 
ommend that the American Beekeeping 
Federation support the passage of En- 
abling legislation. The motion passed 
with 18 affirmative votes and four neg- 
ative votes. 

Next on the program, J. S. Miller 
talked on the Honey Market News, the 
publication which he edits and which 
keeps beekeepers informed on the mar- 
ket activity and honey and beeswax. 
Mrs. Carmen P. Ronken then showed 
the audience 14 different foods she had 
prepared with honey and explained 
how honey customers can become bet- 
ter customers if they learn of new ways 
to use honey. There was a slight pause 
here to give everyone an opportunity 
to sample Mrs. Ronken’s baked goods. 

After the break, John Root, Associ- 
ate Editor of Gleanings spoke on pub- 

(Continued on page 760) 
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M. J. DEYELL 


A Talk To Beekeepers 


N BRIEFLY reviewing the sugges- 


tions I have made .during recent 
months with reference to apiary man- 
agement, it occurs to me that I over- 
looked stating that queen  excluders 
when they are used above the bottom 
brood chamber and under the upper 
hrood chamber or food chamber dur- 
ing the summer and fall months. should 
be removed during the winter. In some 
instances where beekeepers forget to 
remove the excludcr, the cluster will 
move up into the upper chamber dur- 
ing the winter, and the queen, not be- 
ing able to pass through the excluder, 
will be isolated or separated from the 
cluster and may eventually die. 

As stated in a former talk, it is a 
good idea to confine the queen to the 
lower chamber during the fall months, 
especially in areas where there is not 
a heavy fall honey flow. This should 
result in the food chamber being quite 
well filled with honey, in addition to 
some honey in the lower chamber. 
However, as already stated, be sure to 
remove the queen excluder during the 
winter months. 


Be Sure to Provide 
an Upper Entrance 


In some parts of the country there 
may be ice or sleet storms during the 
winter which close the lower hive en- 
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trances for a time at least. Such ice 
storms have resulted in the loss of col- 
onies because they were unable to leave 
the hives. However, this condition is 
not likely to occur very often. In or- 
der to provide an upper front entrance, 
some bore a %4-inch auger hole in the 
middle of the front of the upper story. 
Bees can always get out through th:s en- 
trance because it is practically adjacent 
to the winter cluster. 

Another way to provide an upper 
entrance is to turn the inner cover up- 
side down after making a_ one-inch 
notch in the front of the rim. The 
telescope cover is pushed forward as 
far as it will go so that the bees can 
easily get out and in. 

Occasionally mice will find their way 
into hives after cool weather arrives. 
We like to use entrance reducers to 
exclude mice. Our suggestion is that 
these reducers be put in hive entrances 
a little before cold weather comes, in 
order to keep the mice out of hives. 
Winter Chores in the Hoaey House 

Fortunate is the beekeeper who has 
a heated honey house during the winter 
months. He can use his spare time to 
advantage in assembling and painting 
hives, repairing supers and culling out 
poor combs. 

By poor combs we mean combs that 
have become crooked and have rather 
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large patches of drone cells. Such 
combs should not be used in the brood 
chambers of hives. If a comb does not 
contain a large area of drone cells it 
can be used in a super. I have observ- 
ed, however, that bees will fill worker 
cells first and leave drone cells to be 
filled later on. However, they will fill 
the drone cells if comb space is needed. 
Catch Up on Reading 

The long winter evenings provide an 
opportunity for reading bee journals 
and bee books. One should keep up- 
to-date, if possible, on the latest ideas 
in apiary management. However, bee- 
keepers should make sure that they 
have a correct understanding of the 
ideas or theories put forth in the bee 
journals and bee books. It is well to 
try out new ideas in the apiary. It has 
been truly said that theory and prac- 
tice go hand in hand. 

Beekeepers should avail themselves 
of the opportunity of attending county, 
state and national bee meetings. Begin- 
ner beekeepers should not hesitate to 
ask questions in the event that they 
may not fully understand the points 
that speakers on the program are dis- 
cussing. I have mentioned the follow- 
ing incident | am about to relate, in 
past talks but at the risk of being repe- 
titious I will relate it once more: 

Some years ago during the Ohio bee- 
keepers’ winter meeting in Columbus, 
one speaker on the program was dis- 
cussing package bees and how they 
should be used. At the close of the 
talk a young chav who had listened in- 
tently during the program asked the 
speaker the following question, “Just 
what is the difference between package 
bees and ordinary bees?” Some in the 
audience were inclined to smile. How- 
ever, the speaker proceeded to answer 
the young man’s question as best he 
could. 

Some speakers assume that all peo- 
ple in the audience understand the 
terminology being used. However, 
speakers should make sure that the 
terms they use are well understood by 
all in the audience. 

Keep Owners of your 
Outapiary Sites Sweet 

This applies mainly to commercial 

beekeepers who have apiafies some 
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distance from their homes. There are, 
of course, sideline beekeepers in towns 
and citics who have bees out in the 
country. 

It pays to keep on good terms with 
the people who own the land on which 
you have located your bees. For ex- 
ample, if you are driving along the 
road enroute to one of your apiaries 
and you notice the farmer cultivating 
corn or doing other farm work it does 
no harm and perhaps some good, to 
recognize him and to stop for a brief 
visit. A pail of honey given to owners 
of apiary sites periodically, helps to 
keep them sweet. If anything happens 
to the apiaries, wind storm damage or 
pilfering, beekeepers are likely to be 
notified promptly. 

Some years ago when we had apiaries 
in western Ohio our men found a 60 
colony apiary with 39 hives piled rath- 
er high with honey, pushed over. We 
notified the Highway Patrolmen who 
were willing to cooperate in helping to 
run down the guilty culprits but we 
were unable to find a single clue. 

I was on the point of moving the 
apiary to another location but finally 
decided to leave the bees where they 
were. We erected a large “No Tress- 
passing” sign and never experienced 
any vandalism after that. 

Selling Your Honey Crop 

It is one thing to produce a crop of 
honey and still another thing to sell it. 
There are, of course, different methods 
of disposing of a honey crop. Some sell 
in quantity lots to bottlers while others 
who have a moderate number of bees 
dispose of their honey crop locally. 
Those who operate roadside honey 
stands do quite well provided they are 
well located for disposing of a crop. 
Some beekeepers sell honey from their 
homes, in which case it is an advantage 
to advertise regularly in local newspa- 
pers. In order to create a continuous 
demand, it is, of course, necessary to 
maintain quality and service. 

Some years ago The A. I. Root Com- 
pany put out a nationally advertised 
brand of honey, Airline, with a coast 
to coast distribution. I spent some time 
in the Chicago market calling on retail 
grocers, working under the supervision 
of our broker. That was a rather tough 
assignment but I learned a lot about 
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Hive showing top entrance. 


honey and human nature. I had read 
a book on salesmanship and learned 
that in order to make a sale you must 
do four things; get the attention of the 
prospective buyer, secure the interest 
of the buyer in what you are selling, 
create a desire for the article, and 
finally, get his signature on the dotted 
line. 

My main difficulty was in securing 
the attention of the prospective buyer. 
However, I did run onto a little trick 
that solved my problem. My one pound 
sample jar was tall and cylindrical. | 
would tip it upside down and the air 
bubble which I called a balloon would 
travel upward. I would say to the gro- 
cer, “We are now putting a balloon in 
each jar of honey”. He would look 
at me to see if I was in my right mind 
and in most instances he would take 
the jar out of my hand in order to 
watch the balloon as he tipped the jar 
upside down, then downside up. One 
grocer called his clerk who was busy 
putting up orders, to see the balloon. 
To make a long story short, I secured 
a nice order for honey in different 
sized jars. After signing the order he 
said to me, “Now, I want you to be 
sure there is a balloon in each jar”. | 
replied, “I will give that my personal 
attention”. 

Possibly one reason the per capita 
consumption of honey in the United 
States is not higher than it is at present 
may be due to our failing to capture 
the attention of the general public to 
our product, honey, then sustaining 
that attention until it has ripened into 
a desire for the honey which should 
result in greater honey sales. 

One way to increase an interest in 
bees and honey is to write interesting 
articles on bees and honey for local 
newspapers and farm journals. Still 
another way is for beekeepers who 
do not shy away from speaking in pub- 
lic, to make themselves available for 
talks about bees and honey on service 
club programs and church gatherings. 
If all beekeepers in the country would 
become well versed in the virtues of 
honey as a food so that they could 
talk intelligently on the subject, then 
set a good example by having it on their 
tables every day, the per capita honey 
consumption in the United States would 
rise measurably. 
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Christmas Message 


We pause. 

Our typewriters stop. We close the file drawers. We stack up the 
newspaper mats. We pause. 

We pause in our work because Christmas is the time to break off 
the daily routine, to let the glad message of Christ’s birth well up again 
in our hearts, to harken to the Christian spirit as it seeks to reenter our 
lives. 

With distractions gone, with our minds free from the litter of tiny 


thoughts, of trivia, we can find 


Love, 
Confidence in Mankind, 
Love, 
Faith in God’s Good Grace, 
Love, 
This is our time to “open our shut-up hearts freely”; we express 


our gratitude for your yearly support, our praise for your progressive 
honey marketing, our delight at the continuing bond of friendship be- 


tween honey men and women. 
We are uplifted by the grand awareness that abstract Christian 
principles are taking form in deeds and action in our honey industry. 
For this we give thanks. 
We are inspired by this Christmas pause. 
May your daily lives too be refreshed 
by this glorious Christmas respite. 
— Harriett M. Grace, Director, 
American Honey Institute 
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Alan Graham 


MASTER BEE FARMER AWARD 
FOR ALBERTA, CANADA 


The winner of this award for 1961- 
62 is Mr. Alan Graham from the sun- 
ny South, Coaldale, Alberta. He will 
be presented with the Love Memorial 
Cup, which is donated by Hodgson’s 
Bee Supplies, New Westminster, B. C., 
at the annual Banquet of the Associ- 
ation. The presentation will be made 
by Mr. R. M. Putnam, Deputy Minister 
of Agriculture for the Province of 
Alberta. 

Mr. Graham is married to the former 
Ginty Dryden of Medicine Hat and he 
has two young daughters. 

He took over and expanded the bus- 
iness from his father, Mr. W. A. Gra- 
ham and his uncle Mr. J. Graham, 
who were among the first commercial 
beekeepers in the province. Mr. Gra- 
ham now runs 1400 colonies and em- 
ploys three full time men. His father, 
while formally retired, still takes a very 
active interest in the business and 
spends most of his days repairing or 
constructing equipment. 

Mr. Graham is an active community 
worker. He was for a time, mayor of 
Coaldale, is active in service clubs and 
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the church, and takes a keen interest 
in the Coaldale Drama Club. Mrs. 
Graham, a former teacher, is also 
a prominent community worker. 

Mr. Graham is a Past President cf 
the Alberta Beekeepers’ Association, 
Past Vice President of the Canadian 
Beekeepers’ Council, Past President of 
the Southern Alberta Beekeepers’ As- 
sociation, and a former director of the 
Alberta Honey Producers’ Co-Opera- 
tive. He is at present a delegate to the 
Central Alberta Dairy Pool, who oper- 
ate a honey packing plant at Bassano. 
Mr. Graham is well known throughout 
Canada for his active interest in the 
welfare of the beekeeping industry. 


MISSOURI 
Apiculture Society, Inc. 


A meeting was held in Columbia, 
Missouri on Saturday, October 28, 1961 
for the purpose of reactivating the Mis- 
souri Apiculture Society, Inc. (Missouri 
State Beekeepers’ Association). 

It was decided to reactivate the As- 
sociation and the following officers 
were elected: President, Orin Schmitt, 
Owensville, Missouri; Ist Vice Presi- 
dent, Carl Kalthoff, Lexington, Mis- 
souri; 2nd Vice President, Emil Vitt, 
Salisbury, Missouri; 3rd Vice President, 
James A. Worrel, Independence, Mis- 
souri; Secretary, J. F. Maher, Kansas 
City, Missouri; Treasurer, Leslie M. 
Spain, St. Louis, Missouri. Any _ bee- 
keeper wanting information regarding 
the Association, write the Secretary, 
J. F. Maher, 9400 Kemper Road, Kan- 
sas City 38, Missouri. — J. F. Maher, 
Secretary. 
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MISSOURI 
Midwestern Beekeepers’ Association 
Kansas City, Missouri 
December 10, 1961 
The Midwestern Beekeepers’ Associ- 
ation will hold its regular monthly meet- 
ing at the I.0.0.F. Hall, 812 Westport 
Road, Kansas City, Missouri, at 2:30 
p.m. Sunday, December 10, 1961. 
The annual election of officers will 
be held, also a special Christmas pro- 


gram with motion pictures shown. Re- 
freshments will be served. Everyone 
please attend. Visitors welcome. — 


James A. Worrel, Secretary. 


NEW MEXICO 
Bee Meeting 
Socorro, New Mexico 
December 2, 1961 

The New Mexico Beekeepers’ Asso- 
ciation will hold its annual meeting 
December 2nd in the El Comedor Cafe 
at Socorro, New Mexico. Socorro is 
about 75 miles south of Albuquerque. 
A noon luncheon will be served. A 
timely and interesting program is being 
prepared by John Clayshulte, Program 
Chairman. Guest speaker will be Wal- 
ter Barth, General Manager of The A. 
I. Root Co. of Texas. Everyone is in- 
vited. A one dollar registration fee 
will be charged to cover expenses. 
Further details available from Ersel C. 
Edwards, President, Route 1, Box 327, 
Los Lunas, New Mexico. 


USDA AWARDS GRANT TO 
BRAZILIAN INSTITUTION FOR 
BEE RESEARCH 

A grant for research to develop im- 
proved strains of honeybees has been 
made by the U. S. Department of Ag- 
riculture to the College of Arts and 
Sciences at Rio Claro, Brazil. 

By mating selected bee queens and 
males, scientists of the Brazilian insti- 
tution will try to produce strains of 
honeybees that will be highly active, 
efficient pollinators of agricultural 
crops. Results of this research will be 
of benefit to the United States. 

The 5-year grant — equal to $60,605 
in Brazilian cruzeiros — was awarded 
under a program financed by foreign 
currencies obtained from the _ sale 
abroad of U. S. agricultural commodi- 
ties under Public Law 480. 


DECEMBER, 1961 


Funds used in the program are avail- 
able only in the currency of the coun- 
try indicated and cannot be converted 
into dollars for research in the United 
States. 

The grants are administered by the 
Foreign Research and Technical Pro- 
grams Division of USDA’s Agricultural 
Research Service. 


THE ABF MEETING AT BILOXI 
January 22-27, 1962 


(The following are excerpts of a letter from 
Harry Rodenberg, Jr., Chairman of Prozram 
Committee.) 


There are a number of speakers who 
have been contacted, but I have not 
received an acceptance from them as 
yet. I can, however, give you a general 
outline of the program. I expect to 
have the program ready so that you 
might publish it in its entirety in your 
January issue. 

We plan to use a theme or slogan for 
the program as follows: “The Future 
of Beekeeping is in Your Hands”. 

The meetings will begin on Monday, 
January 22, 1962. On that day the 
Apiary Inspectors will meet as well as 
the Executive Committee. On Tuesday, 
January 23, the Apiary Inspectors will 
again meet, as will the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Federation, and the Direc- 
tors of the American Honey Institute. 
Registration will begin at 1:00 p.m. 
Directors of the National Honey Pack- 
ers and Dealers will meet in the after- 
noon. The Honey Industry Council will 
meet in the evening. 

On Wednesday, January 24th, will 
be Registration, followed by the call to 
order by President Henry Hansen, the 
Presentation of Colors, Invocation, the 
Welcoming Address, and _ Response. 
The President’s address will be at 10:00 
a.m. by Henry Hansen. At 10:20 the 
Keynote address by Dr. J. H. Pepper, 
State Entomologist, the State of Mon- 
tana. A report by the American Honey 
Institute follows the Keynote Address. 
Wednesday afternoon and evening will 
be taken up with speakers on Market- 
ing. 

A special feature which is tentatively 
scheduled to tie in following the scien- 
tific session is “Beekeeping, South of 
the Border”. This will include slides 
and a presentation of beekeeping oper- 
ations in Argentina and another deal- 
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ing with the operation of Miel Carlota 
in Mexico. 

Friday morning, January 26th, wiil 
be devoted to two speakers on work 
being done in various sections of the 
country on Honey and Pollen plants. 
Also on Friday morning Dr. Ralph, 
Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, will 
speak. We expect him to be a very 
good drawing card. 

Saturday, January 27th, the Honey 
Industry Council will meet, also the 
Directors of the Federation and the 
Executive Committee. — Harry Roden- 
berg, Program Chairman. 


KANSAS 


Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers’ Assn. 
Kansas City, Kansas 
January 7, 1962 

The Northeastern Kansas Beekeep- 
ers’ Association will hold its regular 
monthly meeting January 7, 1962 at 
2:30 p.m. at the 1.0.0.F. Hall, 2107 
Silver Ave., Kansas City, Kansas. A 
colored film “Bees for Hire” will be 
shown especially for the benefit of our 
new members. This film is well worth 
seeing. Everyone is welcome. Refresh- 
ments will be served. — Mrs. Bert M. 
Parrish, Sec. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Middlesex County Beekeepers’ Assn. 
Waltham, Massachusetts 
December 30, 1961 

The Middlesex County Beekeepers’ 
Association will hold its Christmas 
party and meeting on Saturday evening, 
December 30, at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Field Station in Waltham. Members 
and friends are invited to bring a cas- 
serole, salad or dessert for our pot- 
luck supper. Films will be shown and 
a panel discussion and question period 
will follow.—Betty Carlson, Sec. 
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AUCERECCCOEOCEREERESERCCEEEECCERRCEREREREECROEODRRCERREEERREHERRERECREROROCEEORCRERCCEROCOREORRCOCERREECREECOCCCEORECCECOCORCRCRORCCRRRCRREROCEERRRERREERE ER EReRREEEy, 


WANTED — Pictures and Short Articles — Gleanings can use 
short, interesting, articles running between 500 and 1000 
words. Good, clear cut, black and white pictures to accom- 
pany articles will add reader interest. So get out that camera, 
sharpen your pencil and let yourself go and share with others 
your beekeeping experiencs and opinions. 


CRERCCRORCHOOOROROROOROEOOCOOEREGOOROCEOHGCCRRGRRECRRRCEROGCEROReRReteeReeReoEEeEEAY 


FARM AND HOME WEEK 


Beekeeping Program Sponsored by 
Univ. of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minn. 
January 16-19, 1962 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 16 


.M. 

2:00 “Introductory Remarks on 
Beekeeping’ — M. H. Haydak 

3:00 “What is Needed to Start Beekeeping?” 
—C. D. Floyd 

4:00 Questions and Discussion 


Bees and 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17, 1962 

A.M. 

9:00 How the Bees Live and Talk’’—M. H. 
Haydak 

10:00 ‘‘Value of Bees to Agriculture and Con- 
servation’’—A. Dietz 


P.M. 

2:00 “Pollen and Pollen Substitutes’”’ 
—M. H. Haydak 

3:00 ‘“‘Spring Management of Packages and 
Overwintered Colonies’’—C. D. Floyd 

4:00 ‘‘Adult Bee Diseases and Enemies” 
—M. H. Haydak 

7:00 “What You Should Know About Honey” 
—M. H. Haydak 
“Preparing Honey for Market and Mar- 
keting’’—C. D. Floyd 
Meeting of the St. 
keepers’ Association 


Paul Hobby Bee- 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 1962 

A.M. 

9:00 ‘‘Colony Management Before the Honey 
Flow’’—M. H. Haydak 

10:00 ‘‘Management of Bees During the Honey 
Flow and Honey Processing’’—-C. D. 
Floyd 


2:00 “Control of Injurious Insects and Bee- 
keeping’ —L. K. Cutkomp 
3:00 ‘“‘Brood Diseases of Bees’’—M. H. Hay- 
k 


da 

4:00 “‘Beekeeping Laws in Minnesota” 
—C. Floyd 

7:00 “Why and How | Changed from Mixed 
Farming to Beekeeping’ — Curtis Olson 
Meeting of the Minneapolis Hobby Bee- 
keepers’ Association 


FRIDAY 19, 1962 
A.M. 
9:00 “Good Queens — Foundation of 
Profit’’ —M. H. Haydak 
10:00 ‘“‘Wintering Bees in Minnesota” 
—M. H. Haydak, C. D. Floyd 


Your 


P.M. 

2:00 Movies, Questions, Discussion 

C. D. Floyd—Supervisor of Apiary Inspection, 
Minnesota State Department of Agriculture, 
Dairy, and Foods, St. Paul. 

Curtis Olson — Beekeeper, Zumbrota, Minn. 
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Guy and Sell 


Classified rates: 18¢ per counted word, each insertion. 


Each initial, each word in names 


and addresses, the shortest word such as ‘“‘a’’ and the longest word possible for the advertiser 
to use, as well as any number (regardless of how many figures in it) count as one word. Copy 
should be in by the 10th of the month, preceding publication. 





HONEY FOR SALE 


~ WE BUY AND SELL all varieties of “honey. 
Any a. Write us for best prices ob- 
tainable. BBARD- APIARIES, ONSTED, 


MICHIGAN. 


~ 1OWA HONEY, one can or 
RUSSELL D. SMALLEY, BEAVER, 


CLOVER extracted honey in sixties. ABRAM 
BRUBAKER, 1525 September Dr., LANCAST- 


ER, PA 


TUPELO, wild flower, alfalfa, or orange, in 
60's. LANCASTER COUNTY DUTCH GOLD 
APIARIES, 910 State St., LANCASTER, PA. 


~ HONEY—In any size container, also Mail 
Order Dealer for Bee Supplies. Write for 
prices. L. E. ALLEN, TIPTON, MICH 


MICHIGAN’S FINEST raspberry, basswood, 
clover comb honey in 4 x 5 sections, placed 
in clear polyethylene bags, then put into 
window cartons. Super Deluxe, $8.50 case; 
" ; Extra Fancy, $6. 50; Fancy, 
$5.50; No. 1, $4.50; No. 2, $3.50. E. Z. QUICK 
WAY B FARMS, BOYNE FALLS, MICHIGAN. 








truck loads. 
1OWA. 

















Two-hundred 60’s white clover, one-hundred 





of dark amber goldenrod and aster. TRAP- 
HAGEN, HUNTER, NEW YORK. 
50 SHALLOW SUPERS very light clover 


comb honey, $8.00 each. Sections packed in 
plastic boxes, $5.00 dozen. 60’s clover ex- 
tract, $9.50. Prices here. CHARLES PEET, 
GOUVERNEUR, | N. 1 we 





HONEY AND WAX WANTED 

~ BEEKEEPERS TAKE NOTICE —We cannot 
guarantee honey buyers’ financial responsi- 
bility, and advise all beekeepers to sell for 
cash only or on C.0.D. terms except where 
the buyer has thoroughly established his 
credit with the seller. 





_ WRITE FOR SHIPPING TAGS and quota- 
tions on rendered beeswax. We buy from one 
pound up and if you have over 25 pounds 
let us work it into foundation for you at a 25 
per cent saving. WALTER T. KELLEY CO., 
CLARKSON, KY. 

WANTED—White extracted or comb honey. 
Send sample. MILLERSPORT HONEY CO., 
MILLERSPORT, OHIO. 


WANTED-—Buckwheat and light amber hon- 
ey. EASTERN FOOD PRODUCTS, 421 Bedford 
Ave., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


WANTED—Honey 
beeswax any quantity. 
MICHIGAN. 


ALL GRADES extracted honey wanted in 
both 60 pound cans and 600 pound drums. 
PRAIRIE VIEW HONEY CO., 12303 12th St., 
DETROIT 6, MICHIGAN. 


WANTED, chunk comb and extracted honey. 
Mail sample and price. STOLLER HONEY 
FARMS, LATTY, OHIO. 


WE RENDER cappings, old combs and buy 
your beeswax. Shipping tags sent on request. 
M. R. CARY CORP., GPO Box 818, SYRACUSE 
1, NEW YORK. 














in 60 pound cans, a/so 
L. E. ALLEN, TIPTON, 














Chunk and extracted honey. 





WANTED — 

Send sample and price. RONALD CULP, 
CIRCLEVILLE, OHIO. 

WANTED __ Clover. goldenrod, and buck- 


wheat honey. Write and send samples. CLO- 


VERDALE HONEY CO., FREDONIA, N. Y. 


CARLOTS or TRAILER loads, bottling grade 
and baker’s honey, drums. Submit samples, 
offers. KANE IMPORT CORPORATION, 10 E. 
40th St., NEW YORK 16, N. Y 


WANTED — Pure aster honey. Send samp!e 
and price. ROBERT LANE, 509 Maple Ave., 
GREENEVILLE, TENN. 


WANTED — All grades honey, trailer or car- 
loads. Send samples and price. M. R. CARY 
CORP., GPO Box 818, SYRACUSE, NEW YORK. 














WANTED-AIl grades of extracted honey. 
Send sample and price. DEER CREEK HON- 
EY FARMS, LONDON, OHIO. 


BEESWAX WANTED-Highest prices paid in 
cash or trade for bee supplies. THE A. |. 
ROOT CO., MEDINA, OHIO; COUNCIL BLUFFS, 
|OWA; SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 


CASH FOR BEESWAX. Write as to quantity 
and we will quote price. MUENCH-KREUZER 
CANDLE CO., INC., SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


HONEY WANTED for bottling, all types in 
drums, tins, trailer and car lots. Send sam- 
ples each lot. Write: CHAS. E. FARRIS CO., 
— St., NEW YORK CITY. Est. since 


DECEMBER, 1961 














BEE SUPPLIES FOR SALE 


WRITE FOR CATALOG— Quality Bee Supplies 
at factory prices. Prompt shipment. satis- 
faction guaranteed. HUBBARD APIARIES, 
Manufacturers of Beekeepers’ Supplies and 
Comb Foundation, ONSTED, MICHIGAN. 


~ THE BIGGEST Bee Supply Catalog publish- 
ed (64 pages) free for the asking. Listing 





many items not found in other catalozs. No 
agents—buy direct and save 20%. ALTER 
T. KELLEY CO., CLARKSON, KENTUCKY. 
QUEENBEE PAINTING OUTFITS, $1.50. IN- 
TERLOOKERS, $3.00 postpaid. SOUTHWICK 
APIARIES, WABAN, MASS. 
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FREE CATALOG—Cypress bee hives and bee 
supplies. Save up to 40% on hives that last. 
MYERS CRAFT MANUFACTURING CO., BUR- 
GAW, NORTH CAROLINA. 

BEFORE YOU SELL your honey or buy your 
honey containers see HUBBARD APIARIES, 
ONSTED, MICHIGAN. 


NEW CYPRESS BEE WARE 95% supers, 
$1.05, 65g supers, 70¢, 534 super bottoms or 
covers, 60¢, telescope cover (without metal) 
75¢. C. L. STONECYPHER, HOMERVILLE, GA. 


HONEY FILTER — Meet competition and get 
top price. Low cost, long life filter for pro- 
ducer packer. HINCKLEY APIARIES, RT. 4, 
MARION 6, OHIO. 








SAVE $$$$ FRAMES, SUPERS, “COVERS: & 
BOTTOMS, Low factory prices. FRAMES, 914, 
1-100, 13¢, 100-1000, 11¢, 1000 or more, 9¢. 
SUPERS, 95g Depth, 1-25, $1.45, 25-100, $1.35, 
100 or more, $1.25. TELESCOPE COVERS, 
1-25, $1.90, 25-100, $1.80, 100 or more, $1.70. 
REVERSIBLE BOTTOMS, 1-25, $1.40, 25-100, 
$1.30, 100 or more, $1.20. PRICE LIST ON 
REQUEST. KEHM BROS. APIARIES, Rt. 1, 
Box 346, GI GRAND ISLAND, _NEBRASKA. 





FOR SALE 


FOR SALE or LEASE —700 colony outfit, 
wintering in South Carolina. Honey house 
and New York locations available. STAN 
TRESCOTT, WEBSTER CROSSING, N. ¥. 





FOR SALE = 100 comb supers comp! plete with 
fences and holders for 4x5 sections. Also have 
some new bottom boards and supers, full 
depth and shallow, 8 or 10 frame size. JOHN 
SEITZ, CANASTOTA, N. Y. 


FOR SALE —New small filter; used large 
filter. HUBBARD APIARIES, ONSTED, MICH. 


FOR SALE — 600-7 700 ‘hives of bees in the 
Hornell-Andover, New York area. Contact 
SCOTT E. GREENE, Attorney for M. E. BAL- 
LARD ESTATE, ROXBURY, NEW YORK. 


900 COLONIES of bees, 10- frame ‘equip- 
ment, excluders, supers and locations. LA- 
VERN DEPEW, AUBURN, N. Y. 


16 HIVES OF BEES, 1 shallow super honey 


on each. GEO. W. QUINE, 5151 S.O.M. Rd., 
SOLON, OHIO. 


























BEES AND QUEENS FOR SALE 


WE USE ALL POSSIBLE CARE in “accepting 
advertisements but we cannot be held respon- 
sible in case disease occurs among bees 
sold or if dissatisfaction occurs. We suggest 
that prospective buyers ask for certificate of 
inspection as a matter of Precaution. 





CARNIOLAN and CAUCASIAN BEES for 1962. 
Booking queens, each $1.25, clipped and 
marked. 2 pound package with queen, $4.00. 
3 pound package with queen, $5.00. LEWIS 
& TILLERY BEE CO., R. 3, Box 251. Phone 
DU 2-8371, GREENVILLE, ALABAMA. 








SEEDS 





HONEY PLANTS our specialty. Catalog on 
request. PELLET GARDENS, ATLANTIC, IOWA. 


RAPE SEED — Write for price. L. E. ALLEN, 


TIPTON, MICHIGAN. 
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HONEY LABELS 


Improved designs, embodying color, 
balance, simplicity, and distinction. 


Please send for free samples & prices. 


Cc. W. AEPPLER COMPANY 


Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 





/“SWARMING 


STOPPED COLD” 


95% Foolproof 
No Gimmicks 
No Gadgets 


| No Tricks 
| Bigger Crops - Better Beekeeping 
Full Directions Price $1.00 


BAKER’S APIARIES 











| Glencoe Illinois ) 


\ ___ 








J. E. WING & SONS 
49 Years Continuous Service 
Italian Package Bees 

and Queens 
Our Specialty 


Knights Landing, Calif. 














CONNEAUT 


BEST SIXTY of the SIXTIES 
BEST 
SEASON GREETINGS 
TO ALL 


THE CONNEAUT CAN CO. 
Conneaut, Ohio 




















_ 








HONEY WANTED 


Carloads and less than carloads. 
Mail sample and best prices in all 


grades. 


W. F. STRAUB &CO. 


5520 Northwest Highway Chicago 30, Ill. 
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HELP WANTED 


EXPERIENCED HELP for honey production 
and pollination. Please state age and experi- 
ence. VANDERFORD-HINKLE APIARIES, 701 
South Main, ELLENSBURG, WASH. 








WANTED 

“LARGE BEE SUPPLY Manufacturer and 

Honey Processor wants Supply Dealers and 

Honey Buyers. Write for Catalog and Honey 

Prices. HUBBARD APIARIES, ONSTED, MICH. 
WANTED — Bogenschutz and 45 or 50 frame 

extractor. PAUL MADISON, , WINNEBAGO, NEB. 


TRUCK WITH LOADER, capable of lifting 
five supers of honey. JIM PERKINS, 210 W. 


Cypress, VISALIA, CALIF. 




















MISCELLANEOUS oo 


BEES REMOVED from ‘house or ‘tree or 
hive without touching either house or bees. 
Bees will then move honey into hive. Save 
property, honey, and bees with my method. 
Send $2.00 for details. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed. GEORGE HAWKINS, Rt. 1, LAWSON, MO. 


RENDERING every day in our all new plant. 
All honey saved from cappings. Rendering 
slumgum and old combs. Write for free ship- 
ping tags and rates. HUBBARD APIARIES, 
ONSTED, MICHIGAN. 








LEARN PROFITABLE Sideline Raising Wax 
Worms. HUBBARD APIARIES, ONSTED, MICH. 
BEEKEEPERS’ OWN CHRISTMAS “CARDS. 
Write for details and publication’s list cover- 
ing international research to, BEE RESEARCH 














ASSOCIATION PUBLICATIONS, 11 Poplar 
Grove, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ENGLAND. 
ROYAL JELLY 

SUPER STRENGTH 100 mg. Royal Jelly 


capsules in bottles of 100 for $10.00. PRAIRIE 
VIEW HONEY CO., 12303 Twelfth St., DE- 
TROIT 6, MICHIGAN. 





PURE ROYAL JELLY — $8.00 per ounce, 
postpaid. Write for Wholesale prices. THE 
STOVER APIARIES, INC., MAYHEW, MISS. 





MAGAZINES 





THE SCOTTISH BEEKEEPER (The official 
organ of the Scottish Beekeepers’ Associa- 


tion.) Scottish in character, international in 
appeal. Annual subscription $2 post free. 
Sample copy from ROBERT N. H. SKILLING, 
F.S.C.T., 87 King St., KILMARNOCK, AYSHIRE. 





INDIAN BEE JOURNAL, know interesting 
facts concerning the honeybees of _ india. 
The only Bee Journal of India published in 
English. Subscription Rs. 12/- or Sh. 17/6d 
(Sterling) or $2.75 per year (INTERNATIONAL 


M.O.). Sample copy 2s. or 25 cents. Can be 
had from The Managing Editor, Indian Bee 
Journal, Naini Tal, U.P., India. 





PROFIT AND HEALTH-—Raise dairy goats. 


Learn how. Monthly magazine, $2 yearly; 
sample and information 25¢. DAIRY GOAT 
JOURNAL, COLUMBIA T3, MISSOURI. 


DECEMBER, 1961 


INTERESTED IN ANGORA GOATS? Read the 
SHEEP and GOAT RAISER, Hotel Cactus, Box 
189, SAN ANGELO, TEXAS, the only ranch 
magazine published serving the Angora Goat 
— Subscription, $3.00. Samp’e copy 

¢. 


ARCHIV FUR BIENENKUNDE, International 
journal for Bee Culture and beekeeping eco- 
nomics. Founded in the fall of 1918. Oldest 
scientific bee journal in the world. Praised 
again and again for its decades of indepen- 
dent leadership through many endorsemenis 
2nd advice as a valuable source also for the 
practice. Yearly DM 5.50. Any aspiring bee- 
keeping friend will receive a sample copy. 
BIENE-VERLAG, GIEBELBACHSTR, 19, LINDAU 
(B) GERMANY. 


BEE WORLD, the international journal cf 
the Bee Research Association published 
monthly, contains the latest research reports 
on bees and beekeeping, and also Apicul- 
tural Abstracts. Bee World is $9.00 a year 
to non-members. but the B.R.A. membership 
subscription of $7.00 includes Bee World. 
B.R.A. members in America are served by 
the B.R.A. American Committee, and have 
their own Branch Library at O.A.C. Details 
free (or with specimen Bee World and new 
B.R.A. Handbook, 50 cents) from Apiculture 





Department, Ontario Agricultural College, 
Guelph, Ontario, Canada. ae 
KEEP 
GLEANINGS 
COMING 
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Root Honey Labels 


If you would like to sell 
more honey faster, send for 
our 1961 label catalog to- 
day. In it you will find over 
75 varieties of labels which 
will make your honey stand 
out among other brands. 
With Root labels your honey 
will sell better than ever. 


THE A. I. ROOT CO. 
Medina, Ohio 
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BEEKEEPING IN THE LAND 


OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN 
(Continued from page 723) 


The fact that bees are imported from 
inspected apiaries each year probably 
helps to account for the fact that no 
bee diseases have been found as yet. 
The isolation and lack of transfer of 
bee equipment are additional important 
factors. Mice occasionally enter a weak 
hive and vespoid wasps occasionally 
come in to help themselves to the hon- 
ey stored. Bears have caused trouble 
on occasion but only in one season in 
one location. Undoubtedly they could 
cause trouble in a homestead type of 
beekeeping unless hives were placed in 
elevated position. Robbing of weak 
hives by stronger neighbors happens 
here as elsewhere. 

Swarming is as much of a problem 
here as anywhere. About the time the 
bees get built up in numbers and have 
a good quantity of honey stored, the 
rainy season starts and the queen cell 
production begins. In 1959 rain fell 
every day Monday through Friday for 
a five-week period. On Saturdays it 
cleared up so swarming commenced. 
This was in spite of apparent room in 
the hives and frequent inspecti ous. 
Fortunately only one swarm * «nown 
to have settled in the sidine ot a house. 

Pollination appears .o be the most 
valuable aspect of veekeeping in Alas- 
ka as in other uzeas. Except for bum- 
blebees, v “u bee species are not very 
numer’ us in late summer when leg- 
um», and other plants require pollina- 
on. The enlargement of fields and 
elimination of stump rows is eliminat- 
ing sites for wild bee nesting here as 
elsewhere. 

The alfalfas that are hardy here ap- 
pear to be more difficult to trip than 
those in other states. Only about one 
of ten honeybees found in alfalfa is 
doing any tripping, the others are col- 
lecting nectar through the side of the 
corolla as they do not like to be hit by 
the stigma. 

The plants that appear to benefit 
most from insect pollination including 
honeybees in Alaska are crab apples, 
bush cherries, and raspberries among 
the fruits, and clover and alfalfa among 
the legumes. At present none of the 
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large fruits such as apples, pears or 
others of that type will live satisfac- 
torily in most of Alaska. 

It is believed that beekeeping in 
Alaska will offer a supplemental source 
of income and a good addition to the 
family diet but, under present and the 
foreseeable future condition, will not be 
a large commercial enterprise. 


LITERATURE CITED: 

1. Pellett, F. C. American Honey Plants. 
oe Judd Publishing Co., N. Y. 1208, 

47. 

2. Georgeson, C. C., Alaska Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station Report 1906. U. S. Gov- 
ernment Printing Office. 1907. 

3. West, S. S., Beekeeping in Alaska. Glean- 
ings in Bee Culture. May 1950. 
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For 1962 
CALIFORNIA CAUCASIANS 
Don J. Strachan 


2522 TIERRA BUENA RD. 
YUBA CITY, CALIF. 
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( ITALIA XN a} 
Tackage Bees 
and 
Queens 
JOHN S. SHACKELFORD 
Rio Oso, California 
|__ Phone: Wheatland, Calif. NEptune 43-2392 ) 














“Give Christ the Saviour 


first place in your heart.” 
Read 2nd Chronicles 7:14 


Merry Christmas to All! 











Mitchell’s Apiaries Bunkie, La. 
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f PACKAGE BEES & QUEENS 
and ROYAL JELLY 

| Write for Prices 


JACKSON APIARIES 
P. O. Box 265 Funston, Ga. J 
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Texas Caucasian Queens 
1-24 ... $1.45 25-99 ... $1.35 
ree $1.25 
Live arrival and Health Certificate 
guaranteed 
KANES APIARIES 
Ph. SW 8-3039 Hallettsville, Texas 
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ears or A DREAM COME TRUE 
satisfac- (Continued, from page 719) SEASON’S GREETINGS 


three feet space that is required by the The grace of our Lord Jesus 




















ing in erfie es Christ be with you all, Amen.” 
) officials. — Rev. 22:21 
source A ‘ dh ities Saisie daaass 
S ounted, shing - 

to the tiaggcncglinge sees oingesies ye Sg NORMAN BEE CO. 
and the OV i oe ee Route 1 Ramer, Ala. 
not be the date of the first fair, drew near. 

Competition was stiff and there were 

more than 35 entries in the field of RICH MOUNTAIN pore 
, Plants. zoology. Despite this, we were rated COSBY, TENNESSEE 
. , : : : : : ‘ Thank you for your patrronage during 

superior im the morning judging and the passing year. Hope to serve you 
jral Ex- thus received the right to be judged in the coming year. Wishing you 
S. Gov- again in the afternoon. Beyond our A Merry Christmas and 
Glean- fondest hopes, our project, which was A Beant Mow Yeu. 


finally named “Apis Mellifera” the 
technical name for the honeybee, re- 
saevnseny, ceived the first prize medal in zoology. 

At the second fair, a week later, 
which was sponsored by the Engineer- 














Beeswax Rendering Service 
Exchange Your Beeswax 
for Foundation 


eeeeee 



































NS ing — = hp sage 7 “ey Write for Price List. 
ceived the first prize, this time a fifty WAX WORKERS, INC 
dollar bond. A ’ ° 
‘Sie eat te ms bad es Oia 1330 Slaterville Rd. Ithaca, N. Y. J] 
ns University in Oxford, Ohio, by the  _— mae 
= Ohio Academy of Science. Since this Booking orders now. 
was a district competition, the highest : 
ward given was a Superior rating ac- Over 35 years - shipper. 
companied by the right to go to State Send for FREE Circulars. 
Science Day. We were fortunate enough BLUE BONNET APIARIES also 
| Se HOME of AULT BEE FARMS 
: State Science ov was held at the Weslaco, Texas 
‘alll University of Cincinnati or April 21. — 
There, we added the distincticn of a $< —_—_—X—S—= 
rating of superior, the highest present- HARPER’S ) 
“a ments. ITALIAN QUEENS 


By Air Mail after June 10th 
85 


In the days spent at the science fairs ¢ each 
| 10 for $8.00 100 for $75.00 


I have found that there are many peo- We will be happy to supply your needs. | 


| | 
wr ed, to our other unexpected achieve- | FAMOUS HIGH QUALITY | 
| 
a. | ple who are really interested in bee- | CARLUS T. HARPER 





















































: keeping and would really like to know New Brockton, Ala. 
— more about it. —————_—_— - ad 
-— In our endeavors I hope that we have aan 
, | been able to increase their interest and PACKAGE BEES & QUEENS 
to promote the use of honey by those “ITALIANS” 
with whom we came in contact. QUALITY DOES NOT COST-—IT PAYS 
THE WILBANKS APIARIES 
: Claxton, Georgia 
= When Answering Advertisements, Please 
— Mention GLEANINGS IN BEE CULTURE. 
nny e —— eee eee = 
SEASON’S GREETINGS | 
5 : “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be | 
: with you all, Amen.” — Rev. 22:21. | 
; JENSEN’S APIARIES MACON, MISS. U.S.A. 
5 t N. C. (Chris.) Jensen Eugene Jensen 
hho — = — EO —— a — J 
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FIGHT TB WITH 
CHRISTMAS SEALS 
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HOLLOPETER’S 





Hardy Northern Italian Queens 
June-November. Our Sist year. 


WHITE PINE BEE FARMS 





SORCUEOOGGORORGREREEERRtE EA Rtey 


ROCKTON, PA. 


n\} 


CPi iii titi iii ite 


MONTHLY HONEY REPORT 
(Continued from page 711) 


no change in honey prices. Indian 
summer in Central New York State has 
enabled colonies to fill up for winter. 
The honey crop was a failure in the 
Southern Tier counties but the bees are 
still going into winter in good shape. 

Florida reports an unusually heavy 
late nectar flow, mainly from smart- 
weed. Colonies were able to draw foun- 
dation and store as much as 30 to 40 
pounds of honey. Bees are in fair con- 
dition in Alabama and they are storing 
a nice fall crop. There is sufficient 
moisture to keep honey plants in good 
condition. 


LIVE AND LEARN 
(Continued from page 738) 


bees didn’t seem to know the difference. 
So I finally ended up with my present 
system, which takes about two hours 
every fall, and about an hour every 
spring. I have had my losses, but I 
don’t remember one of them that didn’t 
have some other complication mixed 
in that could have caused the loss by 
itself, like not enough stores, or the 
queen “conking” out just when she was 
supposed to start laying. 

But don’t take my word for it. You 
will have to dope out your own system 
to fit your own requirements. 





Keep Gleanings Coming 





PACKAGE 


BOOKING ORDERS NOW 
BEES 
VIGOROUS CAUCASIAN QUEENS 


FOR 1962 
QUEENS 
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or 
MIDNITE HYBRID QUEENS 
Over 30 years experience shipping | 
the Caucasian race of honeybees. 
Prices on request. | 
HOWARD WEAVER & SONS NAVASOTA, TEXAS | 
—_ —— $$) 
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RESEARCH REVIEW 
Continued from page 733) 


per section when sold at road side mar- 
kets or from the home. The retail price 
of one pound jars varied from 25 cents 
to 50 cents. 

Whereas Vermont is producing much 
less than one percent of the total 
amount of honey produced in_ the 
United States, the marketing problems 
appear to be similar to those found in 
the rest of the country. Thus this bulle- 
tin would serve as a guide to those in- 
terested in general production and mar- 
keting procedures. 


Tompkins, Enoch H. 
Honey production and marketing in Ver- 
mont. Vermont Agricultural Experiment 
Station Bulletin 618. June 1961. 


The Collection of Bee Venom: 


A PATENT covering a new method of 
extracting bee venom is being ap- 
plied for by the author below. Bees 
standing on an agar or silicone sheet 
are given an electric shock. Several 
bees may be shocked at one time. The 
bee’s immediate reaction is to protrude 
the stinger and to sting the material on 
which it is standing. The bees can with- 
draw their stingers and none have been 
observed to die as a result of the sting- 
ing. 

The venom appears as globules or 
small droplets on the underside of the 
silicone sheet. These droplets usually 
dry and crystallize within 20 minutes. 

The method allows the collection 
of large quantities of bee venom in a 
relatively short period of time. The 
method should provide a large amount 
of bee venom for research purposes 
and no doubt will stimulate research 
on this general subject. 


Palmer. D. J. 
Extraction of 
Bee World 42:225-6. 


bee venom for research. 


1961. 





MERRILL BEE COMPANY... 
thanks all the customers for the 
nice orders for 1961 bees and 
queens. Had a good season. Let 
us figure with you on your needs 
for another year. 


MERRILL BEE CO. 
BOX 115 STATE LINE, MISS. 
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{ “Thou shalt call His name Jesus”. 
Luke 1:31 

The Child of Bethlehem 
comes to us again this 
Christmas. Drawing near 
to the manger we see this 
wondrous thing which has 
come to pass. Let us re- |f 
joice, for Christ is born: 
God has come to us in Him. 


May this great Gift of 
Christ give you peace, joy, 
and courage throughout 
the coming year. 


Rossman Apiaries 


P.O. Box 133 
Moultrie, Ga. 
“ PACKAGE BEES ” J 
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Gleanings 
Coming 


MAIL THIS 
COUPON TODAY 
OR-—GIVE TO 
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ings for the period checked below: 
[) tyr $2.50 O 2 yrs. $4.50 
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GREETINGS FROM “GULF BREEZE” | | Sti 
We join in extending our best wishes to our customers and | 
many friend for a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
Inquiries for queens solicited for 1962. WESLEY ( 
BESSONET BEE COMPANY __ Donaldsonville, La. Bloomingd: 
————E J 
( = — STARTE 
Uncles a 
PACKAGE BEES AND QUEENS [was a ki 
blood. I b 
Walker-Lee Co. _ Live Oak, Calif “nly 
- —only sav 
aiker-Lee XO. ive VGK, Vaiit. Apes Rew 
and the ot 
I have | 
We are now booking orders for Package Bees and —_ < 
; for 1962. We hav ired b d as ane | 
oe or “¥ oad acquired more bees an depth supé 
wi re —— > ay arger —— of pack- supers as” 
ages and queens for the coming year. atch our ad chambers, 
for January. Thanks for a good year’s business. Reg. U.S. and addin 
at. Off. 
GARON BEE COMPANY DONALDSONVILLE, LA. ff { | like fhe 
U keep dow! 
section, cl 
I have 
worked u 
S.S.B.F. MEETING tory, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He spoke ge 3: 
(Continued from page 745) on “Studies in Nosema”. cl y 
ears. 
licity and promotion. He stated that Dr. G. H. Cale, Jr. of Dawant & | will alwa’ 
the industry has had some bad publicity 5"S, Inc., gave a very interesting talk Our co 
recently and all beekeepers should be ‘i which he explained the hybridiza- | \ ood cov 
very careful when they talk to report- 0M program. Dr. W. C. Roberts of | sa. V 
ers. He also explained the function of Southern States Bee Culture Labora- | ing two 
the American Honey Institute and the ‘Ty spoke on inbred lines and explain- have a te 
Check-Off Plan and on onnnpts in iy ig ig yebooiaey to _ 
attendance to support both as much as it can De crossed later in hy- 
possible. PP bridization, but that continued inbreed- 
“i aes . _ ing causes a degeneration in the strain. 

: art beige ee gs Aguary apes J. H. Arnett explained the operation nae 
~~ = me: mane = ae co } 4 of the Manitoba Honey Producers’ Co- | Impro 
very interesting talk on the production =... with special emphasis on the use of | Bred | 
of sourwood honey. Harvey F. York, package bees | Raisec 
. past ton he gg — on The business session was conducted P 
packing sout ern honey. . JA Is er after the speaking program had ended. | Sold | 
me age agryvern = : * — oo During this session Neil Miller of | —_ 
watch Leslie ne oO Tennessee = Safford, Alabama and Roy S. Weaver, | i 
plained bead ee queen gp sagen anc Jr. of Navasota, Texas were re-elected | ag 
annalgiegy os siren er told of her experi- president and Vice President respec- | 
CAO & EE Toney Speeee. tively. Mr. Louis C. Harbin of Theo- | || Booki 

The morning session started with a dore, Alabama was elected Secretary- | oo. 
speech by Dr. Everett Oertel of the Treasurer. The 1962 meeting site will | Box | 
Southern States Bee Culture Labora- be Mobile, Alabama. 
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| Still Like My Bees 


WESLEY COLLINGS 
Bloomingdale, Ind. 


| STARTED beekeeping in 1917. My 
Uncles and Grandads had bees when 
I was a kid. I guess it still runs in my 
blood. I bought two colonies in home- 
made hives. I didn’t know much then 
—only saw that bees were coming out 
of entrances. One proved to be good 
and the other not worth much. 

I have kept bees in both single and 
double brood chambers. At first I 
used one brood chamber and one half- 
depth super as a food chamber, adding 
supers as needed, now I use two brood 
chambers, letting queen lay in both 
and adding as many as seven supers. 
I like the latter much better as it helps 
keep down swarming. I have produced 
section, chunk, and extracted honey. 

I have a very good home market 
worked up and also place a quantity 
of honey in grocery stores under our 
cwn label that we have used for 20 
years. I do this so the general public 
will always recognize our haney. 

Our county has a record of the most 
wood covered bridges of any county in 
U.S.A. We have a Bridge Festival last- 
ing two weeks each October. They 
have a tent 200 feet long and they have 


stalls we rent, selling our honey and 
anything raised in our county. We 
remit 10 percent of sales to Bridge 
Festival organization which is a great 
success. We sell both comb and ex- 
tracted honey and honey creme, also 
beeswax candles. This is a lot of good 
advertising for us, and we meet a lot 
cf nice folks from all states and have 
a barrel of fun at the same time. 

I am now 70 years old and my wife 
is three years behind. I have been an 
Indiana State Bee Inspector several 
years and really enjoyed calling on so 
many nice people, besides the hard 
work. 

I have retired now, on five acres 
and home with gardens and 133 colo- 
nies of nice Italian bees. We also keep 
about 12 sheep to eat down our weeds, 
as sheep work well with bees. I also 
keep about 24 laying hens. 

My wife and I are good buddies on 
this honey selling, also handle bee sup- 
plies on the side. 

I have been a member of the Indiana 
State Beekeepers’ Association since 
1918. My wife at this writing is Treas- 
urer and Secretary of Hoosier Honeys. 
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Improved Leather Italians for ’62 
| Bred for comb honey production. 


Raised on honey entirely. 
Free circulars on why 
price included for ’62. 


| 
| Sold out of select tested and 
| breeding stock for this season. 
| Very sorry we were unable to 
| supply your requirements again 
| this season. 
Thanks 
Booking orders for ’62. 
0. K. ANDERSON & SON 
Box 66 Coffee Springs, Ala. U.S.A. 
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Season’s Greetings 
W. E. PLANT 


Hatties »urg, Miss. 
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BETTER BRED QUEENS 
THREE BANDED ITALIANS 


MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
Now booking orders for 1962. 


CALVERT APIARIES 
CALVERT, ALABAMA 
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Heat your honey or melt your piomn, 0 


wax — while you sleep — the 
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safe, clean and easy way. american 
Set the dial, put the bulb in water, honey or any liquid you Apiary in 
wish to heat — you can stretch the tube out five feet to get weepees 
the bulb in the liquid then go to sleep or do other work. Me very 
Caution — the immersion tube must always be immersed in PO gg 
water — cannot be put directly in honey or liquids other than —* 


bee re 
water. 220-volt only. Write for Catalog. 
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